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BOROUGH  OF  BLYTH. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

1937-38. 


Chairman Alderman  Donnachie. 

Vice-Chairman Alderman  Mitchell. 


The  Mayor,  Alderman  Mather. 


Alderman  Reilly. 
Councillor  Allan 
Councillor  Barron. 
Councillor  Beamson. 
Councillor  Bre.adin. 
Councillor  Clark. 
Councillor  Crate. 
Councillor  Foy. 


Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 


Hamm. 

Hetheringvon. 

Long. 

Murdy. 

PURVES. 

Searle. 

Taylor. 

Wilkinson. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  COMMITTEE 

All  of  the  above,  along  with  the  following 
Co-opted  Members  : — 


Chairman 

Mrs.  Darling. 

V ice-Chairman 

Mrs.  Gray. 

Mrs. 

Allison. 

Mrs.  Hetherington. 

Mrs. 

COLPITTS. 

Mrs.  Lamb. 

Mrs. 

Clark. 

Mrs.  Sowden. 

Mrs. 

Watson. 

Mrs.  Wilkins. 

Town  Clerk, 

Offices  of  the  Authority, 


J.  Leigh  Turner. 

Municipal  Buildings,  Blyth. 


Offices  of  the  Health  Department, 
Welfare  Centres  and  Clinics  : — 
Wellington  House,  Blyth. 


Section  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  acres) 6,487 

Population  (R.G.  Estimate,  Mid-Year,  1937) 34,570 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 9,350 

Rateable  value 58,692 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £582 


Social  Conditions,  including  Chief  Industries 
carried  on  in  the  Area  and  the  Extent  of 
Unemployment. 

The  main  industry  of  the  area  is  coal  mining  and  ex- 
porting. As  a result  of  economic  conditions  the  export  of 
coal  from  Blyth  shows  a slight  decrease  on  the  previous 
year.  The  amount  of  coal  and  coke  exported  during  the 
last  five  years  is  as  follows  : — 


1937 

6,649,654 

Tons. 

1936 

6,788,266 

> ) 

1935 

6,512,842 

j ) 

1934 

6,391,992 

} ) 

1933 

5,772,536 

f } 

The  chief  imports  were  : — 

Cement  9,243  Tons. 

Tiles 2,883  „ 

Timber  (Deals  and  Pit  Props)  21,735  ,, 

The  next  largest  employment  agency  in  the  area  is  the 
Blyth  Shipbuilding  Yard.  Since  last  report  this  yard  has 
been  recommenced  by  the  contract  for  building  a special 
class  of  boom  defence  vessel  for  the  Admiralty.  Five  of 
these  are  on  order  at  present. 

Messrs.  Hughes,  Bolchow’s  Shipbreaking  Yard,  situated 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Harbour  gives  employment  to 
a large  number  of  men  in  Blyth. 

Although  still  high  the  unemployment  figures  at  the 
end  of  the  year  show  a drop.  The  following  figures  are 
given  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Manager  of  the  local  Unem- 
ployment Exchange  and  show  the  state  of  unemployment 
at  the  beginning,  middle  and  end  of  the  year,  and  also 
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the  date  and  figures  of  the  peak  period.  The  figures  for 
the  previous  year  are  given  for  comparison. 


Unemployed  on  Register  at 

End  of 

End  of  June 

End  of  Dec. 

Peak  period. 

1935 

1936 

1936 

1937 

1936 

1937 

June 

1936 

Mar. 

1937 

Men  

Boys  

Women 

Girls 

1,967 

78 

87 

159 

2,116 

58 

100 

111 

1,957 

52 

88 

110 

1,703 

41 

85 

90 

2,116 

58 

100 

111 

1,751 

55 

96 

66 

2,380 

87 

106 

196 

2,076 

48 

118 

121 

Totals 

2,291 

2,385 

2,207  1 1,919 

j 

2,385  1,968 

2,769 

2,363 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Live  Births. 

Legitimate 

556 

289 

267 

1 

I 

Illegitimate  

10 

5 

5 

Birth  Rate  per 

— 

— 

— 

V 

( 

1,000  Resident  Pop- 

Totals..... 

566 

294 

272 

I 

J 

ulation  is  16.3 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

22 

12 

10 

1 

Illegitimate  

1 

1 

Nil. 

1 

Rate  per  1,000 

total  Births  (Live 

Totals 

Deaths. 

23 

13 

10 

1 

1 

and  Still  Births) 
is : 39.04. 

All  Ages  and  Causes  . . . 

417 

213 

204 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Population,  12.06. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

(29  and  30  of  Registrar’s 
Deaths. 

Short  List). 

Rate  per  1,000  Births. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

Nil. 

Nil. 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

2 

3.5 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

All  Infants  per  1.000  live  births  70.6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  71.6 

Illegitimat*  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 47 

,,  ,,  Measles  (All  ages) 1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 2 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 4 


Births. 


During  1937  there  were  registered  566  live  births  com- 
pared with  602  in  1936.  The  live  birth  rate  from  these 
figures  is  16.3  per  1,000  population,  estimated  as  at  the 
middle  of  the  year.  The  number  is  made  up  of  294  males 
and  272  females. 
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The  Live  Birth  Rate  for  the  Borough  as  compared  with 
the  Country  generally  is  as  follows  : — 


England  and  Wales  14.9 

125  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 14.9 

148  Smaller  Towns  15.3 

London  13.3 

Blyth  16.3 


Still  Births. 

There  were  also  23  still  births  registered,  as  compared 
with  33  last  year.  The  following  table  gives  the  comparative 


figures  per  1,000  population  : — 

England  and  Wales  0.60 

125  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 0.67 

148  Smaller  Towns  0.64 

London  0.54 

Blyth 0.66 


This  number  shows  a considerable  improvement  over 
the  last  two  years,  when  the  rate  was  0.95  and  0.99  re.spec- 
tively. 

Deaths. 

During  1937  there  were  registered  417  deaths.  (213  males 
and  204  females).  The  figures  for  the  two  previous  years 
were  409  and  432  respectively. 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  is  12.06  per  1,000  popula- 
tion. The  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  two  years 
were  11.8  and  12.6. 

Compared  with  the  country  generally,  the  figures  are 
as  follows  : — 


England  and  Wales  12.4 

125  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 1 2.5 

148  Smaller  Towns  11.9 

London  12.3 

Blyth  12.06 


The  figures  given  as  the  death  rate  for  Blyth  are  cal- 
culated without  taking  into  account  the  populations 
of  respective  areas  considering  the  variations  in  sex  and 
age  constitution.  In  order  that  the  Blyth  rate  may  be 
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put  upon  a comparative  basis  witli  these  other  areas  the 
comparability  factor  must  be  brought  into  use.  This,  for 
Blyth,  is  1.13.  Thus  if  the  crude  rate  for  Blyth  is  multiplied 
by  this  factor  the  so-called  “corrected”  death  rate  is  13.6, 
an  increase  of  0.3  over  the  corrected  figure  of  last  year 
or  1.2  per  1,000  above  the  rate  of  England  and  Wales. 

Of  the  total  deaths  the  following  were  the  chief  causes 


M.  F. 

Heart  Disease 46  50 

Cancer  23  24 

Bronchitis  10  4 

Apoplexy 11  12 

Premature  Births  12  12 

Tuberculosis  ; Respiratory  4 12 

,,  Other  forms 3 3 

Pneumonia 18  9 

Circulatory  Diseases 14  10 

Nephritis  5 5 

Influenza  17  10 


From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number 
of  deaths  from  Influenza,  Heart  Disease  and  Pneumonia 
are  in  excess  of  the  corresponding  figures  for  last  year, 
whilst  those  from  Apoplexy  are  somewhat  less,  and  more 
so  in  the  case  of  Tuberculosis,  where  the  total  number  is 
reduced  from  36  to  22.  Two  deaths  occurred  from  Puer- 
peral causes  (other  than  sepsis)  during  the  year. 

General. 

No  special  conditions  of  occupations  or  environment 
have  had  any  prejudicial  effects  on  health,  as  far  as  can 
be  ascertained,  nor  is  there  any  direct  evidence  that  unem- 
ployment has  exercised  any  influence  upon  the  health 
or  physique  of  children  or  adults  except,  as  has  previously 
been  pointed  out  in  these  reports,  possibly  in  the  case  of 
mothers. 

If  there  is  any  shortage  of  food  in  any  home  it  is,  in 
nearly  every  case,  the  mother  who  goes  without,  and  if  she 
is  expectant  or  nursing  the  infant  suffers  a handicap  from 
birth.  This  year,  however,  there  are  only  23  still  births  as 
compared  with  33  the  previous  year,  and  the  infant 
mortality  rate  for  1937  was  70.6  as  compared  with  89.7 
the  previous  year.  Again  in  1937,  there  were  24  premature 
births  which  failed  to  survive  as  against  26  in  1936. 
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Nutrition  among  school  children  as  far  as  medical 
inspection  could  ascertain  remains  good,  but  it  is  observed 
that  a large  percentage  of  the  children  coming  into  the 
district  from  neighbouring  areas  are  distinctly  below  the 
average  standard  and  require  immediately  to  be  put  upon 
school  meals  and  milk. 

During  the  official  “Summer-time”  it  is  quite  noticeable 
that  children  are  suffering  from  lack  of  sleep.  There  is 
every  inducement  for  them  to  stay  out  of  bed  later  than 
is  for  their  well-being,  and  the  result  is  they  appear  in 
school  in  the  mornings  in  a half-awake  condition  which  is 
ill  conducive  to  benefiting  from  the  education. 
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Section  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


1.  (i)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

* Medical  Officer  of  Health ^ 

* Medical  Officer  M.  and  C.W.  | 

School  Medical  Officer M®""  Steeuman,  m.d.,  Ch  b.,  l.m., 

•Port  Medical  Officer ” 

*Medic(d  Officer  Isolation  Hos- 
pital   ^ 

Deputy  as  * above  VVm.  I.  Gordon,  M. a.,  m.b.,  ch.B. 

Ophthabnic  Surgeon  A.  T.  Paterson,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.(e.), 

D.P.H. 

Ear,  Nose,  and  Throat  Surgeon  ...  James  A.  Stenhouse,  m.b.,  ch.B. 

Dental  Surgeon H.  O.  J.  Bedgood,  l.d.s. 


Obstetrical  Consultants 


Prof.  Rankin  Lyle,  m.d.,  B.ch.,  l.m 

E.  Farquhar  Murray,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s 

(Eng.) 

H.  Evers,  m.b.,  m.s.,  f.r.c.s.  (Eng.) 

F.  E.  Stabler,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.  (Eng.) 
W.  Hunter,  m.b.,  b.s. 


Gynaecological  Clinic  Officer D.  W.  Sinton,  m.b.,  Ch.B. 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector ) Richard  G.  Redpath,  m.s.i.a. 

Meat  Inspector  i (Died  1st  December,  1937). 


Sanitary  Inspector 
Meat  Inspector  . . , 


Matthew  B.  H.  Churchill,  m.s.i.a. 


Housing  Inspector A.  P.  Robinson,  Building  Constr. Certs. 

Temporary  Staff  under  the  fT.  Mor.alee. 

Housing  Act,  1935  [^C.  Fellowes. 


Health  Visitors  and  Inspectors  Miss  R.  M.  Finl.^y,  c.m.b.,  s.r.n. 
under  the  Children  Act ( Miss  O.  Dixon,  c.m.b.,  s.r.n. 


Matron,  Isolation  Hospital  Miss  E.  Clement,  s.r.n. 

Clerk  {Health  and  School 

Medical  Departments)  Mrs.  A.  C.  Scaife. 


Junior  Clerk  Mr.  Norman  Godfrey. 

Office  of  the  Health  and  School 

Medical  Departments Wellington  House,  Blyth. 
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ii)  {a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Facilities  exist  as  in  previous  years. 

{h)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

Exists  as  in  previous  years. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Nursing  in  the  home  is  carried  out  as  in  previous  years 
by  the  local  District  Nursing  Association. 

The  number  of  cases  attended  are  as  in  the  following 
table,  the  figures  have  been  supplied  by  the  Hon.  Secretaries 
of  the  three  districts. 


Number  of  Nurses  Employed  

Blyth. 

6 

Bebside. 

1 

New 

Delaval. 

1 

Total. 

8 

Number  of  Cases  attended  as  Midwives  

13 

4 

13 

Number  of  cases  attended  as  Maternity 
Nurses 

396 

52 

75 

523 

Total  Cases  

409 

52 

75 

536 

Number  of  Visits  to  Maternity  Cases 

7,768 

1,140 

1,425 

10,333 

,,  Ante-Natal  Cases  

651 

465 

177 

1,293 

,,  Surgical  Cases  

3,363 

774 

71 

4,208 

,,  Medical  Cases  

1,213 

588 

101 

1,902 

,,  Chronic  Cases  

1,103 

311 

2 

1,416 

Total  Visits  

14,098 

3,278 

1,776 

19,152 
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{d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  days  and  times  of  clinics  are  held  as  under  : — 


Clinics. 

Address. 

Provided  by 

Acc’modation 

Work  Done 

(1) 

Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare 

Toddlers’ 

Clinic 

Wellington 

House 

Tues.  and  Thur. 
2 — 4 p.m. 

1st  and  3rd 
Wednesdays. 

Blyth 

Corporation 

Do. 

Waiting, 
Dressing  and 
Consulting 
Room. 

Do. 

Consultations 
and  Advice. 

Examination 

and 

Treatment. 

(2) 

Ante-Natal 

Examination 

by 

Arrangement. 

Do. 

Do. 

Consultations 

and 

Examinations. 

(3)  • 

G ynaecological 
Clinic 

Wellington 

House. 

Do. 

Do. 

Consultations 
and  Treatment. 

(4) 

Minor  Ailments 
Clinic 

Do. 

daily  2 — 4 p.m. 

Do. 

Do. 

Treatment  of 
Minor  ailments. 
Consultation  and 
special  Clinics. 

Dental  Clinic 

Tues.,  Wed., 
and  Thurs. 
9-30  a.m. — 12. 

Do. 

Do. 

Treatment  of 
Defective 

Teeth,  Etc. 

Ophthalmic 

Clinic 

Friday 

9-30  a.m.  to 

12  noon. 

Do. 

Do. 

Treatment  of 
Defective 

Vision,  Etc. 

Aural  Clinic 

Friday  2 p.m. 

Do. 

Do. 

Treatment  of 
Ear  Defects. 

Sun  Ray 
Clinic 

Mon.  2 p.m. 
Thurs.  10  a.m. 

Do. 

Do. 

Actinotherapy. 

Special  Clinic 

Tues.  & Thurs. 
2 to  4 p.m. 

Do. 

Do. 

Consultations 
and  Advice. 

(5) 

Tuberculosis 

Dispensary 

Bondicar  Ter., 
Blyth 

Tues.  9 a.m. 
to  12  noon. 

N’thumberland 
County  Council. 

Do. 

General 

Consultations. 

(6) 

Venereal 

Disease 

Royal  Victoria 
infirmary 
Newcastle. 

— 

— 

Consultations 
and  Treatment. 

(7) 

Dav  Nurseries 

Nil. 
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Toddlers’  Clinic  and  Treatment  of  Defects  in  the 

Pre-School  Child. 


Toddlers’  Clinic. 

There  were  20  sessions  held  during  the  year,  and  201 
children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  were  examined. 
Of  these  121  were  found  to  require  treatment  for  the 
following  defects  ; — 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  requiring  operation  or 

gargle  64 

Deafness 1 

Dental  Defects 21 

Impetigo  1 

Vision  and  Squint 5 

General  Debility 4 

Asthma 1 

Bronchitis  9 

Rickets  (of  which  2 were  referred  for  operative 

treatment)  16 

Eczema 2 

Phimosis 4 

Defective  Heart 7 

Septic  Sores 4 

Scabies 2 

Referred  to  Tuberculosis  Officer 2 

Nits 3 

Hernia 1 


The  good  nutritional  standard  remarked  upon  last 
year  in  relation  to  the  “under  fives”  is  maintained,  many 
of  these  children  being  of  fine  physique,  and  only  one  of 
those  examined  being  a borderline  case.  This  child  was 
given  Sun  Ray  treatment  and  responded  very  well. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic. 

19  children  were  referred  for  Specialist  advice  during 
the  year  and  made  20  attendances  at  the  clinic.  There 
were  44  operations  for  removal  of  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 
and  42  re-examinations,  each  made  two  weeks  after  the 
operation.  Seven  children  were  recommended  by  the 
Specialist  to  have  daily  treatment  at  the  Education  Com- 
mittee’s Minor  Ailment  Clinic  ; one  was  referred  back  to 
its  own  doctor  and  another  was  found  to  be  deaf  and  dumb. 
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Eye  Clinic. 

39  children  were  examined  by  the  Eye  Specialist,  33  were 
new  cases  and  6 were  re-examinations,  29  children  were 
advised  to  wear  spectacles,  and  one  child  was  found  to 
be  wearing  satisfactory  spectacles  which  had  been  obtained 
in  another  district,  while  two  were  referred  for  daily  treat- 
ment at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinic. 

25  pairs  of  spectacles  were  obtained,  14  of  which  were 
granted  free  of  cost  by  the  M.  and  C.W.  Committee. 

Dental  Clinic. 

109  children  were  treated  during  the  year.  There  were 
588  extractions  of  temporary  teeth,  37  local  anaesthetics 
given,  and  73  general  anaesthetics. 

3 expectant  mothers  and  15  nursing  mothers  were 
treated  also,  and  there  were  215  extractions,  1 other  per- 
nianent  operation,  and  38  local  anaesthetics  for  this  group 
of  patients.  Dentures  were  supplied  to  8 mothers. 

Sun  Ray  Clinic. 

24  children  attended  during  the  year  for  treatment, 
and  made  378  attendances. 

16  children  attended  regularly,  and  a report  on  their 
conditions  is  given  below.  The  remaining  8 attended 
indifferently,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  had  not  made 
sufficient  attendances  to  justify  recording.  Those  who 
“stayed  the  course”  made  good  progress,  and  without 
exception  the  parents  were  all  pleased  with  results. 

Rickets  and  debility  cases  made  very  good  response 
to  treatment,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a big 
waiting  list.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  owing  to  the  lack  of 
accommodation,  more  Sun  Ray  Clinics  cannot  be  fitted 
into  the  curriculum,  as  ultra  violet  treatment  can  do  so 
much  physically  and  psychologically  for  the  pre-school 
child  providing  there  is  the  co-operation  of  parents. 
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No.  of 

No.  of 

Type  and 

Defect. 

Expo- 

Result. 

C ase. 

Sex. 

siires. 

88 

! Fair. 

Infantile  Paralysis. 

' 49 

General  health  improved. 

Girl. 

Debility. 

Requires  Orthopaedic 

treatment.  Referred  to 

137 

Medium. 

Girl. 

Debility. 

2,S 

Fleming  Hospital. 

Made  splendid  progress. 

150 

1 

1 

Parent  very  pleased  with 
result. 

Fair. 

Debility  following 

! 57 

Carried  over  from  last  year. 

Boy. 

Impetigmus  Ec- 

1 

when  he  was  treated  for 

zema. 

Impetigo  with  Kromayer. 
Made  wonderful  improve- 

ment,  was  a mass  of  scab. 
Now  all  healed  and 

157 

Medium. 

Debility. 

child's  general  condition 
much  improved.  Parents 
delighted  with  result. 

34 

Made  fair  improvement. 

Boy. 

Always  came  late  and 
thus  never  got  his  full 
exposure.  A v e r v 

whimpering  child.  In- 

different parents.  Left 
the  district. 

163 

Medium. 

Debility. 

7 

Was  showing  improvement 

Girl. 

but  ceased  coming. 

Parent  indifferent. 

177 

Fair. 

Rickets  and 

28 

Xery  much  improved. 

Boy. 

Debility. 

Parent  pleased. 

185 

Fair. 

Debility  and 

12 

Sister  of  No.  157.  Always 

Girl. 

Rickets. 

cried.  Came  irregularly, 
but  showed  improvement 
in  physique.  Left  the 
district. 

165 

Fair. 

General  Debility 

34 

A very  delicate  child,  but 

Boy. 

and  Bronchitis. 

responded  well  to  treat- 
ment. Chest  and  general 
condition  much  im- 

proved.  Parents  very- 

grateful. 

169 

Medium. 

Asthma,  Debility 

39 

A very  timid  child,  who 

Girl. 

and  Rickets. 

1 

. 

1 

1 

1 

j 

1 

always  needed  much 
persuasion  before  she 
would  go  under  the  light. 
Showed  great  improve- 
ment over  a period  of 
short  exposures.  Parent 
reports  asthmatic  attacks 
not  so  frequent.  In- 

creased in  height  and 
weight. 

171 

Medium. 

Debility  and 

30 

Made  good  improvement. 

j 

Boy. 

Rickets. 

i 

Much  more  alert  men- 
tally. Put  on  weight. 

14 


No.  o: 
Case. 

Type  and 
Sex. 

Defect. 

No.  of 
Expo- 
sures. 

Result. 

178 

Medium. 

1 Girl. 

! Rickets,  Impetigo. 

24 

Developed  impetigo  of 
head  during  the  cour.se. 
Cured  in  three  applica- 
tions of  Kromayer  and 
Infra-Red  light.  Child 
frequently  absent.  De- 
veloped measles.  Diffi- 
cult to  assess  improve- 
ment. 

180 

Red. 

Boy. 

Conjunctivitis, 
Debility,  Otor., 
Tonsils  & Adenoids. 

26 

Showed  improvement.  Had 
operation  for  Tonsils  and 
Adenoids.  Seen  by  Aural 
Surgeon.  Treated  also 
for  Conjunctivitis  later. 
Developed  scabies  and 
has  not  returned  for  S.R. 
treatment. 

186 

Fair. 

Girl. 

Rickets. 

12 

Too  early  to  report  pro- 
gress. Being  treated  on 
short  exposures  ; advising 
T.A.  operation  also. 

190 

Fair. 

Boy. 

Eczema. 

31 

Made  good  progress. 

Eczema  cured.  Gained 
in  height  and  weight. 
Now  ready  for  school. 

193 

Fair. 

Boy. 

Asthma,  General 
Debility. 

41 

Marked  improvement  in 
general  condition.  Parent 
reports  fewer  attacks  of 
Asthma.  Gained  in 

height  and  weight. 

188 

1 

Fair. 

Girl. 

Debility,  Rickets. 

10 

Was  making  good  progress, 
but  developed  Whooping 
Cough.  Has  not  yet 

returned  for  treatment. 

Minor  Ailments. 

48  children  were  referred  to  the  Education  Committee’s 
Clinic,  and  322  attendances  were  made  for  the  under- 
mentioned defects  : — 


Skin  Diseases 1 

Ringworm  Head 1 

Impetigo  16 

Minor  Ailment 2 

Otorrhoea 12 

Scabies 9 

Conjunctivitis  7 


48 
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Orthopaedic  Defects. 

These  are  sent  by  special  arrangement  to  the  Fleming 
Memorial  Hospital,  Newcastle,  for  treatment. 

Where  special  boots  or  calipers  arc  required  they  are 
supplied,  and  if  the  parents  are  unable  to  pay  for  these, 
application  to  the  M.  and  C.W.  Committee  usually  receives 
sympathetic  consideration. 

Supply  of  Milk  Food,  Numol  and  Haliborauge. 

Milk  food  is  supplied  to  necessitous  cases  free,  or  half 
cost,  or  at  cost  price. 

Numol  and  Haliborange  can  be  obtained  at  any  chemist, 
and  some  food  stores,  at  a reduced  price  on  presentation 
of  ticket  which  is  given  at  the  Clinic  when  required. 

Scale  of  Income  for  Free  Treatment. 

Applicants  for  Free  Treatment. — The  Committee  is 
willing  at  all  times  to  consider  those  cases  where  hardship 
will  be  caused  through  the  payment  of  charges,  but  a 
statement  of  income  must  be  made  on  the  proper  form 
for  the  treatment  required. 

Treatment  will  be  free  when  the  total  family  income. 


after  deducting  the  weekly  rent,  is 
stated  below  : — 

less  than 

the  sum 

Man  and 
Wile,  or 
Widower 
employing 
Relative  or 
Housekeeper 

Widow. 

W^ith  1 nr  9 n hilHron 

/ s.  d. 

2 7 6 

£ s-  d. 

1 17  6 

,,  3 children  

4 

2 10  6 

2 12  6 

2 0 0 

2 2 6 

5 

2 15  0 

2 5 0 

6 

2 17  6 

2 7 6 

When  the  total  weekly  family  income  is  double  the 
amount  set  out  above  the  charges  for  treatment  will  be 
double. 


{e)  Hospitals. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  General  Hospital 
Service  during  the  year. 

With  regard  to  Infectious  Disease,  as  from  1st  October, 
1937,  the  Blyth  Borough  became  one  of  the  constituent 
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authorities  of  the  Earsdon  Joint  Hospital  Board,  but  under 
arrangements  made  by  that  body  Blyth  patients  continued 
to  be  treated  in  the  Blyth  Hospital  for  six  months,  the 
ultimate  disposal  to  be  settled  after  that  period. 

2.  (i)  Administrative  Changes  under  Local  Govern- 

ment Act,  1929. 

(ii)  Poor  Law  Medical  Out-Relief. 

(iii)  Mental  Deficiency. 

These  apply  only  to  County  and  County  Borough 
Authorities. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

3.  (i)  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Service. 

Under  the  new  Midwives  Act  the  qualified  midwives 
working  under  the  District  Nursing  Association  now  attend 
confinements  independent  of  the  medical  practitioner, 
but  can  call  in  medical  assistance  when  required. 

Gynaecological  Clinic. 

This  Clinic  is  to  ensure  that  medical  advice  on  contra- 
ception is  available  for  all  women  in  whose  case  it  is 
thought  that  further  pregnancies  would  be  detrimental  to 
their  health. 

The  Clinic  is  conducted  by  Dr.  Dorothea  Sinton,  who 
specialises  in  this  type  of  work.  Cases  may  be  referred 
to  this  Clinic  by  general  practitioners,  nurses  or  Health 
Visitors,  and  any  woman  attending  can  be  assured  of 
privacy  and  confidential  advice.  Commencing  in  November, 
two  sessions  were  held  up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  at 
which  7 patients  attended. 

Dental  Treatment  and  Supply  of  Dentures  for 
Mothers. 

Three  expectant  mothers  and  1 5 nursing  mothers  were  given 
dental  treatment  at  the  M.  and  C.W.  Clinic,  and  dentures 
were  supplied  to  8 mothers  at  a considerably  reduced 
price  in  accordance  with  the  Committee’s  scale  of  charges. 

Maternity  Outfits. 

Maternity  outfits  were  loaned  to  3 cases  during  the 
year,  and  the  small  fee  fixed  in  accordance  with  the  Com- 
mittee’s scale  of  charges. 

Home  Helps. 

There  were  no  applications  for  Home  Helps  during 
the  year. 
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Form  M.C.W.  96  (revised). 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Return  (1)  showing  the  arrangements  made  for  maternity  and  child 
welfare  by  the  Council  and  by  Voluntary  Associations  providing  maternity 
and  child  welfare  services  in  respect  of  which  the  Council  pay  contributions 
under  Section  101  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  or  otherwise  ; and 
(2)  giving  particulars  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  1937. 

1.  — Population  of  the  area  served  by  the  Council,  34,410. 

2.  — Number  of  births  notified  in  that  area  during  the  year  under  the 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  Section  203  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  or  Section  255  of  the  Public  Health  (London)  Act,  1936,  as 
adjusted  by  any  transferred  notifications  : 

(a)  Live  births,  570.  (b)  Still  births,  20.  (c)  Total,  590. 

{d)  by  midwives,  13.  (e)  By  doctors  and  parents,  277. 

3.  — Health  Visiting. 

(a)  Number  of  officers  employed  for  health  visiting  at  the  end 
of  the  year  : 

(i)  by  the  Council,  2. 

(ii)  by  Voluntary  Associations  ...  Nil. 

{b)  Equivalent  of  whole-time  services  devoted  by  the  whole 
staff  to  health  visiting  (including  attendance  at 
infant  welfare  centres)  : — 

(i)  in  the  case  of  Health  Visitors  employed  by  the  Council,  2. 

(ii)  In  the  case  of  Health  Visitors  employed  by  Voluntary 

Associations  ...  Nil. 

< ) Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  all  Health  Visitors  ; 

(i)  to  expectant  mothers  : 

First  visits,  109.  Total  visits,  127. 

(ii)  to  children  under  1 year  of  age  : 

First  visits,  549.  Total  visits,  1,845. 

(iii)  to  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  : 

Total  visits,  2,407. 


4.  -Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

(a)  Number  of  Centres  provided  and  maintained  by  the 
Council,  1. 

{b)  Number  of  Centres  provided  and  maintained  by  Voluntary 
Associations  ...  Nil. 

(c)  Total  number  of  attendances  at  all  Centres  during  the  year : 

(i)  by  children  under  1 year  of  age,  3,936. 

(ii)  by  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years,  701. 
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(d)  Total  number  of  children  who  first  attended  at  the  Centres 

during  the  year  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their  first 
attendance,  were — 

(i)  under  1 year  of  age,  292. 

(ii)  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years,  104. 

(e)  Total  number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who  attended 

at  the  Centres  during  the  year  and  who,  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  were — 

(i)  under  1 year  of  age,  215. 

(ii)  over  1 year  of  age,  396. 

(/)  Percentage  of  notified  live  births  represented  by  the 
number  in  (d)  (i),  51.2. 

5. — Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Services. 

(a)  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics  (whether 
held  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  or  at 
other  premises) — 

(i)  Number  of  Clinics  provided  and  natai  laTai 


maintained  by  the  Council  Nil.  ...  Nil. 

(ii)  Number  of  Clinics  provided  and 

maintained  by  Voluntary  Associations  Nil.  ...  Nil. 

(iii)  Total  number  of  attendances  at  all 

Clinics  during  the  year Nil.  ...  Nil. 

(iv)  Total  number  of  women  who  attended  toexamine^^fe^and 

...  post  natally  in  own 

at  the  Clinics  during  the  year....  Nil.  Surgeries,  or  Pati- 


(b)  Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  ante- 

natally  examined  and  of  cases  post- 
natally  examined  during  the  year, 
under  arrangements  made  by  the 
Council  with  private  medical  prac- 
titioners, excluding  cases  included 
under  5 (a)  (iv)  Nil.  ...  Nil. 

(c)  Percentage  of  total  notified  births  (live  and 

still)  represented  by  the  total  numbers 
of  women  shown  under  5 (a)  (iv)  and 

5 (b)  Nil.  ...  Nil. 

6. — (a)  Supply  of  Milk  and  Food. 


Milk. 

Meals  supplied 
at  Dining 
Centres. 

Other  Food. 

TERMS  OF  SUPPLY. 

Expectant 

1 Mothers. 

Nursing  1 

Mothers.  j 

Children 
Under  5 yrs. 
of  age. 

Expectant 

Mothers. 

Nursing  I 

j Mothers. 

Children 
under  5 yrs. 
of  age.  1 

Expectant  1 
Mothers.  j 

Nursing  j 

Mothers.  | 

Children 
under  5 yrs. 
of  age. 

Free,  or  at  less  than  cost 
price  in  necessitous  cases 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

At  cost  price  in  other  cases 
(e.g.,  sale  of  dried  milk 
at  Centres)  

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 
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{b)  Total  quantity  of  Milk  Supplied  during 
the  year  to  expectant  and  Nursing 
Mothers  and  Young  Children 

(i)  By  the  Council 

(ii)  By  Voluntary  Associations  operat- 
ing in  the  Area  of  the  Council  . . 

Totals 


LIQUID 

Dried 

GALS. 

POUNDS. 

Nil. 

6,509 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

6,509 

7. — Maternity  Homes  and  Hospitals  (excluding  maternity  beds  in 
Homes  for  Mothers  and  Babies — see  Heading  10). 

I. 


Separate 
Maternity 
Institutions 
provided  by  the 
Council. 

Other  Institutions 
with  maternity 
wards  provided  by 
the  Council,  e.g., 
those  transferred 
to  the  Council  under 
Part  I of  the  Local 
Government  Act, 
1929. 

Institutions  provided 
by  Voluntary 
Associations  and 
subsidised  by  the 
Council. 

Number  of  Institutions 

— 

— 

1 

Number  of  Maternity 
beds  (exclusive  of 
isolation  and  labour 
beds)  

as  required. 

Total  number  of 
women  admitted  to 
these  beds  during 
the  year ’. 

20 

Number  of  beds  (in- 
cluded in  the  figures 
above)  allocated  to, 
and  reserved  for, 
expectant  mothers 
in  need  of  hospital 
treatment  ... 

as  required. 

Total  number  of 
women  treated  in 
these  beds  during 
the  year 

— 

— 

30 

IT 

Number  of  women  (if  any)  sent  by  the  Council  during  the  year  to  other 

Maternity  Institutions  Nil. 
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8. — Homes  and  Hospitals  for  Sick  or  Ailing  Children  under  5 years 
of  age. 


I. 


Separate 
Institutions 
provided  by  the 
Council 

for  these  cases. 

Other  Institutions 
(with  accommoda- 
tion for  these  cases) 
provided  by  the 
Council,  e.^.,  those 
transferred  to  the 
Council  under  Part  I 
of  the  Local 
Government  Act, 
1929. 

Institutions 
provided  by 
Voluntary 
Associations  and 
subsidised  by  the 
Council. 

Number  of  Institution,'- 

— 

— 

1 

Number  of  beds 
provided  for  such 
children 



— 

as  required. 

Total  number  of 
children  admitted  to 
these  beds  during 
the  year  

6 

11. 

Number  of  such  children  (if  any)  sent  by  the  Council  during  the  year  to 

other  institutions  ...  Nil. 


9. — Convalescent  Homes. 

(a)  Number  of  convalescent  institutions  with  accommodation 

for  expectant  or  nursing  mothers  or  children  under 
5 years  of  age  : 

(i)  provided  by  the  Council  ...  Nil. 

(ii)  provided  by  Voluntary  Associations  ...  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  beds  for  such  cases  in  convalescent  instit  utions. 

(i)  provided  by  the  Council  ...  Nil. 

(ii)  provided  by  Voluntary  Associations  ...  Nil. 

(c)  Total  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  beds  included  in 

(6)  during  the  year  ...  Nil. 

(d)  Total  number  of  such  cases  sent  by  the  Council  during  the 

year  to  other  convalescent  institutions  ...  Nil. 


10. — Homes  for  Mothers  and  Babies. 

(a)  Number  of  such  homes  : 

(i)  provided  by  the  Council  ...  Nil. 

(ii)  provided  by  Voluntary  Associations  ...  Nil. 
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(b)  Number  of  beds  in  homes  : 

(i)  provided  by  the  Council  ...  Nil. 

(ii)  provided  by  Voluntary  Associations  ...  Nil. 

(c)  Number  of : 

(i)  maternity  beds  (exclusive  of  isolation  and  labour 
beds)  included  under  (b)  (i)  or  (ii)  above  ...  Nil. 

(ii)  women  admitted  to  these  maternity  beds  during 
the  year  ...  Nil. 

{d)  Total  number  of  cases  admitted  to  these  homes  during 
the  year  ; 

(i)  expectant  mothers  ...  Nil. 

(ii)  mothers  and  babies  ...  Nil. 

(iii)  babies  ...  Nil. 

{e)  Total  number  of  such  cases  sent  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  to  other  homes  for  mothers  and  babies  ...  Nil. 

11. — -Day  Nurseries. 

(a)  Number  of  day  nurseries  : 

(i)  provided  by  the  Council  ...  Nil. 

(ii)  provided  by  Voluntary  Associations  ...  Nil. 

{b)  Number  of  places  for  children  under  5 years  of  age  in  the 
nurseries  ; 

(i)  provided  by  the  Council  ...  Nil. 

(ii)  provided  by  Voluntary  Associations  ...  Nil. 

(c)  Total  number  of  attendances  of  children  at  these  nurseries 
during  the  year  ...  Nil. 


12. — -Infectious  Diseases. 


Disease. 

Number  of 
cases 
notified 
during 
the  year. 

Number  of 
cases 

visited  by 
officers  of 
the  Council. 

Number  of 
cases  for 
whom  home 
nursing  was 
provided  by 
the  Council. 

Number  of 
cases 

removed  to 
hospitals. 

(1)  Opthhalmia 

neonatorum 

2 

2 

— 

— 

(2)  Pemphigus 

neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(3)  Puerperal  fever 

2 

2 

— 

1 

(4)  Puerperal  pyrexia 

8 

8 

— 

1 

(5)  Measles  and  german 

measles  (in  children 

under  5 years  of  age) 

Nil 

(6)  Whooping 

cough  (do.) 

^ Nil  Not 

Notifiable 

(7)  Epidemic 

diarrhoea  (do.) 

Nil 

(8)  Poliomyelitis  (do.) 

Nil 

Information  should  be  supplied  as  to  the  number  of  cases  of  ophthal- 
mia neonatorum  notified  during  the  year  in  which — 


{a)  vision  was  unimpaired 2 

(b)  vision  was  impaired Nil. 

(c)  vision  was  lost Nil. 

{d)  the  patient  was  still  under  treatment  at  the  end  of 

the  year Nil. 

(e)  the  patient  died Nil. 

(/)  the  patient  removed  from  the  district Nil. 

Ig)  classification  under  the  above  heads  cannot  be  made 

(details  of  these  cases  should  be  attached) Nil. 


Total 2 


13.  — Home  Nursing. 

(a)  Number  of  nurses  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the 

nursing  of  expectant  mothers  and  children  under  5 years 
of  age,  maternity  nursing,  or  the  nursing  of  puerperal 
fever  : 

(i)  by  the  Council  ...  Nil. 

(ii)  by  Voluntary  Associations,  8. 

(b)  Total  number  of  cases  attended  during  the  year  by  these 

nurses,  646. 

14.  — Consultants. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  the  services  of  a consultant  have 
been  provided  during  the  year  for  a private  medical 
practitioner  under  the  Council’s  maternity  arrange- 
ments, 4.  (5  Consultations). 

15.  — Home  Helps. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  home  helps  have  been  provided 
during  the  year  (the  numbers  of  cases  where  this 
assistance  has  been  given  by  Voluntary  Agencies,  by 
arrangement  with  the  Council,  should,  if  possible,  be 
stated  separately).  None. 

16.  — Maternal  Deaths. 

(a)  Number  of  women  who  died  in,  or  in  consequence  of, 

childbirth  in  the  area  served  by  the  Council  for 
maternity  and  child  welfare  during  the  year  : 

(i)  from  sepsis  ...  Nil. 

(ii)  from  other  causes  ...  2. 

(b)  Number  of  these  cases  which  died  : 

(i)  at  home  ...  Nil. 

(ii)  at  institutions  ...  2. 
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17. — Child  Life  Protection  (Sections  206  to  220  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  or  Part  XIII  of  the  Public  Health  (London)  Act,  1936). 


(a)  Number  of  persons  who  were  receiving  children  for 

reward  at  the  end  of  the  year,  5. 

(b)  Number  of  children  on  the  Register  : 

(i)  at  the  end  of  the  year,  5. 

(ii)  who  died  during  the  year  ...  None. 

(iii)  on  whom  inquests  were  held  during  the  year.. None 

(c)  Number  of  Infant  Protection  Visitors  at  the  end  of  the 

year  who  were  : 

(i)  Health  Visitors,  2. 

(ii)  Female,  other  than  Health  Visitors  ...  Nil. 

(iii)  Male  ...  Nil. 

(d)  Number  of  persons  (in  addition  to  or  in  lieu  of  Visitors 

under  (c)  above)  or  societies  authorised  to  visit  under 
the  proviso  to  Section  2 (2)  of  the  Act  of  1908  ...  Nil. 

(e)  Proceedings  taken  during  the  year  : 

Number  of  Cases  ...  Nil. 

Act  and  Section  under  which  proceedings  were 
taken  ...  Nil. 

(/)  Number  of  cases  in  which  the  local  authority  has  given  a 
sanction  during  the  year  : 

(i)  under  (a)  of  Section  3 of  the  Act  of  1908  ...  Nil. 

(ii)  under  (b)  of  Section  3 of  the  Act  of  1908  ...  Nil 

(iii)  under  (c)  of  Section  3 of  the  Act  of  1908  ...  Nil. 

(g)  Number  of  orders  obtained  during  the  year  under  Section 
67  of  the  Act  of  1932  : 

(i)  from  a court  of  summary  jurisdiction  ...  Nil. 

(ii)  from  a single  justice  ...  Nil. 

(Signed)  John  Steedman, 

February  \Qth,  1938.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

NOTE.— Form  M.C.W.  96a,  relating  to  Maternity  Homes,  Hospital  maintained  or 
subsidised  by  the  Council  is  no  longer  required  to  be  rendered  from  this  Authority. 
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(ii)  Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  and 
Children. 

This  is  still  provided  at  the  Princess  Mary  Maternity 
Hospital,  Newcastle,  and  at  the  Babies’  Hospital  and 
Mothercraft  Centre,  Newcastle,  respectively. 

During  the  year  there  were  admitted  from  this  area 
to  the  Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital,  50  cases.  Of  these 
20  were  normal  deliveries  and  30  required  special  attention 
for  disorders  of  pregnancies. 

The  number  of  maternal  cases  in  which  the  services  of  a 
consultant  have  been  provided  during  the  year  when  re- 
quired by  private  medical  practitioners  under  the  Council’s 
maternity  arrangements  is  4,  with  5 consultations. 

There  were  5 babies  admitted  to  the  Babies’  Hospital 
for  treatment.  One  of  these  was  re-admitted  during  the 
year  for  further  treatment,  and  one  died,  the  remainder 
made  satisfactory  progress. 

The  work  done  at  this  hospital  is  to  be  highly  com- 
mended. 

(hi)  Health  Visitors. 

This  service  continues  as  before. 

(iv)  Infant  Life  Protection  (under  Part  I of  the  Chil- 

dren Act,  1908,  as  amended  by  the  Children 
and  Young  Persons  Act,  1932). 

The  two  Health  Visitors  are  appointed  as  Inspectors 
under  the  above  Act. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  5 cases  on  the  register. 
No  proceedings  had  to  be  taken  in  any  instance. 

(v)  Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

Orthopaedic  treatment  when  required  is  obtained  at 
the  Fleming  Memorial  Hospital,  Newcastle,  and  also  in 
some  cases  at  the  Knight  Memorial  Hospital,  Blyth. 
Two  children  were  sent  to  the  Fleming  Hospital  from  the 
M.  and  C.W.  Centre,  and  one  was  referred  to  its  own  doctor 
with  a view  to  being  admitted  to  the  Knight  Memorial 
Hospital. 

4.  Action  under  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act, 
1927. 

There  are  no  Nursing  Homes  or  Maternity  Homes  i i 
the  Borough. 
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SECTION  G. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

(Incorporating  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector). 

1.  (i)  Water  Supply. 

The  public  water  supply  for  the  Borough  is  provided 
by  the  Corporation.  The  main  supply  (about  72%)  is 
purchased  in  bulk  from  the  Newcastle  & Gateshead  Water 
Company.  This  consists  of  upland  surface  water  conveyed 
by  gravitation  from  their  impounded  source  at  Catcleugh, 
near  Carter  Bar. 

About  24%  of  the  supply  is  derived  from  a local  source, 
and  consists  of  a subterranean  supply  pumped  from  pit 
workings  at  Barmoor,  near  Morpeth.  This  is  conveyed 
to  filter  beds  at  Bebside,  Blyth,  and  serves  the  adjoining 
Bebside  and  Cowpen  areas  and  a portion  of  the  town  area. 
The  portion  of  Seaton  Delaval  area  added  to  the  Borough 
is  served  from  the  Earsdon  Reservoir  of  Tynemouth 
Corporation.  This  represents  about  4 % of  the  total  supply. 

The  amounts  consumed  from  each  source  during  the 


year  are  shown  as  follows  — 

Source  of  Supply.  Gallons  consumed 

in  1937. 

Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Co 233,620,000 

Barmoor  Colliery  (local  source)  79,470,000 

Tynemouth  Corporation 12,052,000 


Total  Consumption  325,142,000 


Particulars  of  any  important  extension  of  Mains. 

Extensions  of  4 inches  and  6 inches  have  been  made, 
representing  a total  of  807  linear  yards  for  provision  to 
private  erection  of  new  houses. 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  any  form  of  Contamination. 

Samples  of  each  water  supply  have  been  tested  in  the 
Health  Department  Laboratory  on  an  average  of  once 
per  month,  and  during  the  month  of  November  exception 
was  taken  to  a slight  deterioration  of  the  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead  Supply.  An  official  sample  was  sent  for 
chemical  analysis  to  the  County  Analyst  and  another  for 
Bacteriological  Report  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  the  College  of  Medicine. 
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Tlie  results  of  these  two  examinations  are  given  below  : — ■ 

J.  & H.  s.  PATTINSON, 

Analysts, 

Consulting  Chemists,  Public  Analyst’s  Laboratory, 

Assayers  and  Samplers.  10,  Dean  Street, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne,  1. 

J.  T.  Dunn,  D.Sc.,  F.I.C. 

H.  C.  L.  Bloxam,  F.I.C. 

22nd  November,  1937. 

We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  analysed  the  undermentioned  sample  of 
Water,  and  that  we  find  the  following  results  ; — 

Sample  marked  : — “C.C.T."  Received  15th  November,  1937. 


Parts  per  100,000. 

Total  solid  matters  in  solution  dried  at  100°C 32.000 

Chlorine  existing  as  chlorides  2.272 

Ammonia  0.008 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 0.006 

Nitrogen  existing  as  nitrates  0.013 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes  at  25°C 0.019 

,,  ,,  ,,  4 hours  at  25°C 0.036 

Lead  and  other  poisonous  metals  None. 

Hardness  before  boiling.  Dr.  Clark’s  scale  (1°  = 1 part  of  calcium  28.0° 

,,  after  boiling  1 hour,  ,,  ,,  carbonate  per  100,000)  8.2° 

Appearance  in  two-foot  tube colourless,  clear  and  bright. 

Smell  when  warmed  None. 

Microscopical  examination  of  sediment Satisfactory. 


This  is  generally  similar  to  the  Hepscott  water  which  we  reported  to  you 
recently,  though  it  is  very  distinctly  harder  than  that  sample. 

It  is  free  from  objectionable  organic  contamination,  and  is  suitable  for 
drinking  and  (bearing  in  mind  the  disadvantage  of  its  hardness)  for  general  domestic 
use. 

J.  & H.  S.  PATTINSON. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  DURHAM. 
Medical  School. 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

King’s  College, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne,  2. 

REPORT  ON  THE  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 
OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER. 

Local  Authority — Borough  of  Blyth,  Northumberland. 

By  whom  collected — Dr.  J.  Steedman,  M.O.H. 

Date  and  time  of  collection — 15th  November,  1937,  10.15  a.m. 

Place  where  sample  taken — Gas  Row,  Cowpen  Colliery. 

Date  and  time  of  arrival  at  laboratory — 15th  November,  1937,  11.45  a.m. 
Laboratory  No. — 10634. 

RESULT. 

Coli — aerogenes  test,  ‘‘Presumptive  coli.” 

Total  number  of  B.  coli  per  100  ml.  — 0. 

Total  colonies  developing  on  Agar  at  37°C.  (48  hours’  incubation), 
per  ml.  — 31. 

Total  colonies  developing  on  Agar  at  20-22°C.  (3  days’  incubation), 
per  ml.  — 290  approximately. 

Streptococci  Test — Negative. 

This  sample  gives  quite  a good  result  and  is  satisfactory,  but  the  total 
organisms  growing  at  22°C.  is  a little  high. 

(Signed)  S.  H.  WARREN. 

Date — 18th  November,  1937. 
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J.  & H.  S.  PATTINSON, 

Analysts, 

Consulting  Chemists,  Public  Analyst’s  Laboratory, 

Assayers  and  Samplers.  10,  Dean  Street, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne,  1 . 

J.  T.  Dunn,  D.Sc,,  F.I.C. 

H.  C.  L.  Bloxam,  F.I.C. 

1st  November,  1937. 

We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  analysed  the  undermentioned  sample  of 
Water,  and  that  we  find  the  following  results  : — 

Sample  marked  : — "Newcastle  Water  Sample  No.  2 from  standpipe 
in  Middle  Row,  New  Delaval.”  Received  27th  October,  1937. 


Parts  per  100,000. 

Total  solid  matters  in  solution,  dried  at  100°C 14.200 

Chlorine  existing  as  chlorides  0.994 

Ammonia  0.007 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.008 

Nitrogen  existing  as  nitrates  0.007 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes  at  25°C 0.098 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  25°C 0.175 

Lead  and  other  poisonous  metals  None. 

Hardness  before  boiling.  Dr.  Clark’s  scale  (1°=1  part  of  calcium  8.1° 

,,  after  boiling,  1 hour,  ,,  ,,  carbonate  per  100,000)  5.0° 

Appearance  in  two-foot  tube Slightly  yellow  and  clear. 

Smell  when  warmed  None. 

Microscopical  examination  of  sediment Satisfactory. 


This  is  a normal  sample  of  the  Newcastle  public  supply,  a fairly  soft  water, 
free  from  objectionable  organic  impurity,  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  general 
domestic  use. 

It  deposits,  on  standing,  a small  amount  of  sediment,  chiefly  hydrated  oxide 
of  iron — this  is  perhaps  derived  from  the  standpipe,  as  it  is  not  usual  for  the  Newcastle 
water  to  leave  such  a deposit. 

J.  & H.  S.  PATTINSON. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  DURHAM. 
MEDICAL  SCHOOL. 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

King’s  College, 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  2. 

REPORT  ON  THE  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  A 

SAMPLE  OF  WATER. 

Local  Authority — Blyth  Corporation. 

By  whom  collected — Dr.  Steedman,  M.O.H.,  Wellington  House,  Blyth. 

Date  and  time  of  collection — 27th  October,  1937. 

Place  where  sample  taken — From  Main  Supply,  standpipe  in  Middle  Row,  New 
Delaval. 

Date  and  time  of  arrival  at  laboratory — 27th  October,  1937. 

Laboratory  No.- — 8723.  Sample  ref. — 1. 
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RESULT. 


Coli — aerogenes  test,  "Presumptive  coli.” 

Total  number  of  B.  coli  per  100  ml.  — 13. 

Total  colonies  developing  on  Agar  at  37°C.  (48  hours’  incubation), 
per  ml.  — 21  approximately. 

Total  colonies  developing  on  Agar  at  20-22°C.  (3  days’  incubation), 
per  ml.  — 970  approximately. 

Streptococci  Test — Negative. 

This  is  only  a moderately  good  water  there  being  definite  contamination 
with  13  "presumptive”  coli  per  c.c. 

On  a further  examination  these  are  shown  to  be  of  intermediate  type  and  not 
typical  B.  coli. 

The  number  of  organisms  growing  at  22°C.  is  also  rather  high. 

Date — 3rd  November,  1937.  (Signed)  P.  M.  CONGDON. 

As  the  bacteriological  sample  was  not  considered  in 
every  way  satisfactory,  the  matter  was  taken  up  with  the 
Water  Company,  and  was  eventually  rendered  satisfactory. 
Similar  samples  of  the  Barmoor  water  were  subjected  to 
tests  and  were  found  satisfactory. 

The  Tynemouth  supply  was  on  each  occasion  found 
satisfactory,  and  no  official  examination  was  undertaken. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

110  yards  of  new  6'  6"  diameter  concrete  pipe  has  been 
supplied  to  convey  drainage  from  Meggie’s  Burn,  the  result 
being  that  no  contaminated  flow  remains  obvious  on  the 
beach. 

2.  Rivers  and  streams. 

No  action  has  been  found  necessary  under  this  heading. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

A further  privy  conversion  scheme  has  been  proceeded 
with  during  the  year.  This  consisted  of  the  conversion 
of  18  privies  into  water-closets,  namely,  16  at  Railway 
Cottages  and  2 at  North  Farm,  South  Newsham.  The 
work  being  carried  out  by  direct  labour  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Borough  Engineer. 

Three  privies  were  converted  into  water-closets  during 
the  year  by  owners. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  43  privies  were  demolished 
during  the  year  as  the  result  of  the  completion  of  the 
demolition  of  the  houses  in  Milburn  Street  Clearance 
Area. 
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The  total  numb('r  of  privies  existing  in  the  Borough 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  1,094. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  these  are  situated  in  areas 
likely  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  Council’s  “five-year”  pro 
gramme  of  slum  clearance  and  are  shown  herewith. 


DETAILS  OF  PRIVIES,  1937. 


District  in  which  situated. 


Milburn  Street  Clearance  Area  

Remainder  of  Old  Cowpen  Quay 

Quayside  Area  

South  Newsham 

Isabella  Pit — 

Pit  Row  10  1 

New  Row 41  J 

New  Delaval — 

Middle  Row 50  "I 

North  Row 50  | 

New  Row 108 

Double  Row  30  | 

Sinkers’  Row  7 J 

Cowpen  Colliery — 

Quality  Row  O'] 

West  Row 36  I 

Double  Row  34  ^ 

Gas  Row 16 

Badger’s  Row 11  J 

New  Row 121 

Baker  Terrace  12  > 

Club,  &c 5 J 

Forster  Memorial  Homes  and  Malvins 

Close  

Cowpen  Square  

Bebside — 

Front  Street  75 

Errington  Street  76 

L.N.E.R.  Cottages  and 

Station 9 

Bebside  Furnace — 

Purvis  Row  21 

Wood  Row,  &c 36 

Oldgate,  &c 40 

Odd  Farms  and  Cottages  9 

Miscellaneous 

Seaton  Delaval  added  Area  

Total  


No.  of 
Existing 
Privies. 


70 

81 

77 

51 


245 


106 


29 


11 

57 


160 


106 


34 

67 


In  probable 
Clearance  Areas 
or  Conversions 
oth  erwise  not 
likely. 


52 

64 

72 

10 


45 


1,094 


12 


57 


139 


102 


21 

50 


930 


Possible 

Conver- 

sions. 


18 

17 

5 

41 


17 


11 


21 


13 

17 
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(ii)  Public  Cleansing.  Scavenging  of  House  and 
Trade  Refuse. 

Arrangements  were  made  by  the  Council  during  the 
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year  1936,  that  the  control  of  scavenging  by  the  Health 
Committee  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector,  should  be  transferred  to  control  by 
the  General  Purposes  Committee  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Borough  Engineer.  No  information,  therefore,  of 
the  works  and  costs  entailed  are  included  in  this  report. 

(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  appended  summary  (Table  A)  sets  out  the  number 
and  nature  of  inspections  made  as  to  nuisances  and  housing 
defects,  contraventions  of  Bye  Laws,  etc.,  during  the  year 
together  with  the  number  of  notices  served  to  remedy 
such  defects,  etc. 

The  summary  shows  that  the  bulk  of  the  notices  served 
have  been,  as  heretofore,  of  an  informal  character  and  include 
letters  and  verbal  intimations  on  interview. 

Out  of  a total  of  752  notices  served  during  the  year 
only  in  74  cases  was  it  found  necessary  to  ask  for  statutory 
notices  to  be  served.  This  fact  tends  to  emphasise  the 
co-operation  existing  between  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department  and  the  various  owners  and  agents  responsible 
for  carrying  out  the  necessary  works  under  the  notices 
served  upon  them. 

Included  in  (Table  A)  are  the  following  : — 

Complaints  received. 

During  the  year  1937,  417  complaints  were  received 
and  attended  to  relating  to  matters  briefly  summarised 


as  follows  : — 

Nature  of  Complaint.  Number 

Received. 

Re  Verminous  and  Dirty  Premises 133 

Choked  Drains 93 

Water  Supply  (defective  fittings,  etc.) 2 

Defective  Drains 10 

,,  W.C.’s,  Privies,  etc 14 

General  Housing  Defects 82 

Overcrowding  1 

Rats  Infestation 16 

Offensive  Smell 20 

Requests  to  remove  Refuse,  etc 18 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances  and  Requests 28 


417 
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Table  A.  SUMMARY.  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT; 

Inspections  and  Notices  Served,  1937. 
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In  addition  to  inspections  shown  on  Table  A,  action 
with  regard  to  Infectious  Diseases  and  disinfection  has 
entailed  the  following  work  by  the  Sanitary  Staff. 


Infectious  Disease  Cases  investigated  176 

„ ,,  ,,  removed  to  Hospital  180* 

Additional  visits  re  Infectious  Diseases 66 

Houses  and  Bedding,  etc.  disinfected 216 

Library  Books  from  infected  houses  disinfected  139 
Bedding  collected  and  destroyed  (at  owner’s 

request,  etc.) 48 

Houses  disinfested  re  vermin 99 

Houses  and  effects  of  tenants  removed  from 

slum  clearance  areas  disinfected 42 

* Includes  9 from  Bedlington  area. 

The  following  summary  shows  the  main  types  of  work 


done  or  improvements  effected  as  the  result  of  inspections 
made  and  subsequent  action  taken  : — 

Summary  of  Work  Effected,  1937. 

Housing  Defects. 

Houses  made  fit  (repaired  throughout  or 


major  defects  remedied) 73 

Houses  at  which  minor  defects  remedied 223 

Details  of  Repair  Work  included  in  the  above,  together 
with  Nuisances  abated  re  Housing. 

Repairs  to  roofs  and  spouts 121 

,,  walls,  pointing,  plaster 150 

,,  chimneys,  firegrates,  ovens 86 

,,  windows,  sash  cords 91 

,,  floors,  stairs,  doors 71 

,,  washhouses,  coppers  and  furnaces  95 

,,  yards  and  outhouses 136 

Ventilated  food  stores  provided 11 

Dampness  remedied 40 

Under-floor  ventilation  provided 3 

Nuisances. 

Overcrowding  abated  — 

Dirty  and  verminous  houses  cleaned  and 

disinfected  99 

Obstructed  drains  cleared 108 

Accumulations  removed 11 
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Water  Supply. 

Burst  pipes  and  defective  taps  repaired 83 

Separate  internal  supplies  provided  37 

Drainage. 

Wash-up  sinks  provided 57 

Defective  drains  repaired  or  relaid 20 

Yards  run  of  new  drains  constructed 182 

yds.  length 

Additional  gullies  provided 39 

Sink  waste-pipes  repaired  and  trapped  25 

Yard  pavement  repaired  or  reconstructed...  25 

Access  Chambers — provided 4 

,,  ,,  covers  provided 4 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Privy  ash-pits  abolished 18 

Ash-pits  abolished,  Dust-bins  substituted...  3 

Water-closets  provided  29 

,,  repaired  72 

Dust-bins  provided  or  renewed  55 

Privies  repaired 6 

Ash-pits  repaired 5 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

The  following  tables,  in  the  form  required  by  the  Home 
Office,  show  the  inspections  made  of  factories  and  work- 
shops, together  with  defects  found  and  remedied,  during 
the  year. 

Year  1937. 

1.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Work- 
places. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

Factories 

4 

1 

(including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  

27 

17 

— 

(including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces 

— 

— 

— 

(other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

T OTAL 

31 

18 

— 

34 


II.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 
Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

W r>  fce 

a 43  ^ 

ParticulAH. 

(1) 

3 Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 

± H.M. 

Inspector. 

Number  of  Offe 

in  respect  of  w 

■'  Prosecutions 

instituted. 

i 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts : 
Want  of  Cleanliness  

15 

14 

Want  of  Ventilation  

— 

— 

- 

Other  Nuisances  

2 

2 

— 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : 

Insufficient  

1 

1 

Unsuitable  

— 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

18 

17 

— 

— 

Work  effected  included  the  following  : — 


Cleansing  and  limewashing  carried  out  14 

Accumulation  of  refuse  removed 1 

Pail  closets  cleansed 1 

W.C.  flushing  apparatus  repaired 1 


During  the  year  6 notices  were  received  from  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories,  referring  to  defects  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  the  necessary  action 
was  taken. 
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Number  of 

Main  Factories  and  Workshops  other  than  Coal 
Mines,  Railways  and  Coal  Staithes  in  the  Borough. 


Factories  and  Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1937. 

Fact- 

ories. 

Work- 

shops. 

Total. 

Gas  W'orks 

1 

1 

Harbour  Works  and  Import  Docks 

1 

— 

1 

Shipbuilding  Yards  and  Repairing  Docks  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Electric  Power  Station 

1 

— 

1 

Stone  Dressing  (and  Quarrying) 

1 

— 

1 

Bakehouses 

7 

13 

20 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners  ... 

— 

18 

18 

Tailors... 

— 

12 

12 

Builders,  Joiners  and  Woodworkers 

10 

22 

32 

Printers 

5 

— 

5 

Engineers  and  Blacksmiths  ... 

6 

5 

11 

Plumbers  and  Gasfitters 

3 

7 

10 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairers 

6 

12 

18 

Painters  and  Decorators 

— 

11 

11 

Motor  and  Cycle  Repairers  and  Garages  ... 

7 

15 

22 

Picture  Framers 

1 

1 

Saddlers 



1 

1 

Laundries 



— 

— 

Sugar  Boilers  ... 

1 



1 

Shirt  and  Hosiery  Makers  ... 

Miscellaneous  Trades  : — 

Monumental  Sculptors  ...  ...  ...  2' 

Bottling  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Clock  and  Watch  Repairers  ...  ...  3 

2 

2 

Marine  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Tripe  Preparers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Clothes  Pressers  and  Cleaners  ...  ...  1 

Upholsterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2_ 

► 

20 

20 

50 

139 

189 

(iv)  Shops. 

A total  of  63  shops  were  inspected  during  the  year  under 
the  Provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts,  1934,  relating  to  ventila- 
tion and  temperature  of  shops,  sufficient  and  suitable 
sanitary  conveniences  and  other  arrangements  for  the 
health  and  comfort  of  shop  workers. 

Of  this  number  16  were  found  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Act  in  these  respects,  and  47  were  found  not 
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to  comply  in  certain  respects  as  summarised  below  - 


Defects. 

Number  of 

Shops  where 
found. 

Ventilation  insufficient  (no  “through”  ventilation)  

16 

Means  for  Maintaining  a Reasonable  Temperature. 
Not  provided  or  inadequate  

5 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

No.  W.C.  provided  and  no  alternative  arrangements  for 
use  of  W.C 

16 

W.C.  used  in  Common  by  occupants  of  two  or  more 
Rhop.*?  or  .shop.R  nr  Hw#»11inu  hniiRes  

4 

Separate  W.C.  accommodation  for  sexes  not  provided 
(shops,  where  over  4 of  both  sexes  using  1 W.C., 
only  inr.lnHpfH)  

4 

W.C.  accommodation  unsuitable. 

(No  ventilated  intervening  space  between  W.C.  and 
shop)  

2 

(W.C.  defective) 

7 

Washing  Facilities  not  provided  

35 

Washing  facilities  unsuitable  or  defective 

7 

43  notices  were  served  during  the  year  requiring  work 
to  be  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Act.  As  a result  of  the  notices  served  the  following  work 
has  been  effected  : — 


Natural  lighting  made  sufficient 1 

Ventilation  made  sufficient  (“through"  ven- 
tilation provided) 1 

Means  for  maintaining  a reasonable  tempera- 
ture provided 8 

Sanitary  accommodation  : 

Additional  W.C.'s  provided 2 

W.C.’s  improved  where  4 of  both  sexes 

are  using  one  W.C 1 

W.C.’s  repaired  or  improved 2 

Ventilated  intervening  space  provided 

between  W.C.  and  shop 3 

Washing  facilities  provided 6 

Washing  facilities  repaired  or  made 

suitable 2 

Facilities  provided  for  taking  of  meals  in 

Shop 1 


(v)  Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  was  found  necessary  under  this  heading. 
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(vi)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  such  baths  in  the  area,  either  public  or 
privately  owned. 

(vii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Renew'ed  efforts  have  been  made  during  recent  years 
throughout  the  country  for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs, 
and  especially  for  ensuring  that  the  belongings  of  tenants 
from  slum  clearance  areas  are  free  from  same  before  removal 
to  new  Council  houses.  Such  efforts  have  assumed  so  large 
a place  in  the  work  of  all  Health  Departments  that  specific 
information  on  the  matter  is  requested  by  the  Ministry 
to  be  included  in  the  Annual  Report. 

(1)  A total  of  61  houses  (other  than  houses  in  Slum 
Clearance  Areas)  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs 
during  the  year.  Of  these  11  were  Council  houses  and  50 
other  houses.  A like  number  in  each  category  were  disin- 
fested. This  shows  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of 
infested  houses  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

(2)  Methods  employed  for  freeing  Infested  Houses 
from  Bed  Bugs. 

Owners  and  occupiers  are  encouraged  to  seek  advice  and 
assistance  of  the  Health  Department  Staff  when  houses 
are  infested.  They  are  themselves  made  responsible  for 
stripping  of  wallpapers,  removal  of  skirting  boards  and 
filling  up  cracked  plaster,  etc.,  and  this  is  followed  by 
spraying  with  a reliable  insecticide  carried  out  by  a Health 
Department  workman. 

(3)  Methods  employed  for  ensuring  that  the 

belongings  of  tenants  are  free  from  Vermin 
before  removal  to  Council  Houses. 

Reliance  is  placed  on  a thorough  spraying  of  house 
furniture  and  effects  with  a good  insecticide  ; the  furniture 
being  left  in  the  locked-up  house  for  a concentration  of 
three  hours  before  removal  in  order  that  this  may  have 
full  effect. 

42  such  houses  and  effects  of  occupiers  were  disinfected 
during  the  year. 

(4)  The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by 
the  Local  Authority. 
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(5)  Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supplies  are  as  reported 
last  year. 

General. 

The  health  of  the  scholars  is  the  particular  care  of  the 
School  Medical  Service  (the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
being  also  the  School  Medical  Officer).  Under  this  service, 
when  required,  milk  is  provided  during  the  forenoon 
break,  and  also  a hot  meal  at  midday.  The  children  are 
examined  periodically  to  ascertain  their  nutritional  con- 
dition, and,  where  necessary,  hot  meals  or  milk  meals 
are  advised  and  provided.  So  effective  is  this  that  mal- 
nutrition among  school  children  is  rare.  The  co-operation 
of  the  teaching  staff  is  whole-hearted  and  highly 
appreciated. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

(a)  Houses  unfit  for  Habitation — Slum  Clearance 
Areas. 

Activities  during  the  year  were  again  concerned  with 
the  provision  of  houses  for  the  remainder  of  tenants  dis- 
placed from  three  areas,  the  clearance  orders  as  to  which 
were  confirmed  in  July,  1935,  namely  : — 


Houses 

Families 

Persons 

to  be 

to  be 

to  be 

demolished. 

re-housed. 

re-housed. 

( 1 ) Milburn  Street  Area 

110 

136 

519 

(2)  Cummings  Buildings  Area  

6 

6 

24 

(3)  Kitty  Brewster  Area 

37 

38 

151 

Totals  

153 

180 

694 

Work  involving  the  re-housing  of  the  tenants  from 
3 areas  was  completed  during  the  year,  making  a total  of 
180  families,  consisting  of  694  persons.  The  remainder 
of  the  houses  in  the  areas  were  demolished  during  the 
year,  making  a total  of  153  houses  demolished. 
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Progress  under  the  Council's  five-years  programme 
of  Slum  Clearance,  as  at  December  31st,  1937,  is  shown 
in  the  following  table,  presented  in  the  form  in  which 
periodical  returns  as  to  the  stage  of  such  progress  reached 
are  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Progress  under  the  Five  Years  Programme  of  Slum 
Clearance  as  at  December  31st,  1937. 


Houses 
dealt  with 
in 

Clearance 

Areas. 

Houses 
dealt  with 
under  Part  H 
of  the  Act 
(Individual 
unfit 
houses.) 

Total. 

Number  of  Houses  included  in 
THE  Total  Programme. 

(1)  Which  have  been  demolished  

231 

48 

279 

(2)  Which  have  been  made  fit 

2 

33 

35 

(3)  Which  have  been  put  out  of  use  for 
human  habitation  (including 
parts  of  buildings  closed)  and 
are  not  to  be  demolished  

2 

2 

(4)  Which  are  not  accounted  for  in  items 

1 to  3 but  in  respect  of  which 
no  further  action  is  required  





(5)  Totals  (Items  1 to  4)  

233 

83 

316 

(6)  In  respect  of  which  action  is  necessary 
but  was  not  completed  by  31st 

December,  1937. 

(Including  1,151  houses  to  be 
dealt  with  in  Clearance  Areas)  . . . . 


(7)  Total  of  Items  5 and  6 


1,233 


1,549 


From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  of  the  1,549  houses 
proposed  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  five  years  programme, 
action  with  respect  to  316  houses  has  so  far  been  completed, 
and  that  1,233  unfit  houses  yet  remain  to  be  dealt  with. 
Of  these,  1,151  are  situated  in  areas  scheduled  as  Clearance 
Areas  and  82  are  to  be  dealt  with  as  individual  unfit 
houses. 

(b)  Individual  Houses  unfit  for  Human  Habitation. 

During  the  year  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect 
of  3 unfit  houses  (5,  Croft  Road,  “The  Links”  and  Stable 
Cottage,  South  Newsham).  Tenants  from  two  of  these 
houses  were  re-housed  by  the  owners  and  the  houses  demol- 
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ished,  but  the  tenant  in  the  remaining  house  is  still  in 
occupation. 

12  unfit  houses  were  demolished  by  owners  in  antici- 
pation of  formal  procedure.  These  comprised  10,  12,  14, 
16,  18,  20,  22  and  24,  Crawford  Street,  1 and  la,  Wykeham 
Terrace,  and  37,  Coomassie  Road. 

4 unfit  houses  were  closed  during  the  year  by  the  owners. 
These  comprise  5,  11,  23  and  25,  Soulsby  Street. 

(c)  Reconditioning  of  Houses  not  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  Habitation. 

As  shown  in  the  following  table  of  Housing  Statistics, 
a total  of  73  houses  have  been  rendered  fit  during  the 
year. 

Of  these  68  were  reconditioned  as  the  result  of  Informal 
Notices  served  and  5 as  the  result  of  Statutory  Notices. 

This  number  includes  only  houses  that  have  been  re- 
conditioned throughout  or  have  had  major  defects  remedied. 

The  following  is  a statement,  in  the  form  required  by 
the  Minister  of  Health,  in  relation  to  housing  inspections 
and  action  taken  for  the  remedy  of  defects,  etc. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  YEAR  1937. 


Houses  erected  during  the  year. 

With  state 
assistance. 

^u)  By  Local  Authority  

{b)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  


Unaided. 


Total. 


187 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  Housing  Defects  (under 


Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  1 ,057 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose 1,225 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 
under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  4 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose 4 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be 
in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 817 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation 236 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal 

Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local 
Authority  or  its  officers..... 68 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

“notices”  were  served  requiring  repairs 5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

{a)  By  owners 

(d)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  > 5 

of  owners  — 1 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  23 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 20^ 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  > 20 

default  of  owners — 1 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  Housing 

Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 3 

*(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders Nil. 

♦Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolish(id  in 

anticipation  of  formal  procedure 12 
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(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 


Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined  the  tenement  or 
rooms  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

Number  of  houses  permanently  discontinued 
as  dwellings  and  not  included  in  above 4 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

{a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

end  of  year 564 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein...  564 

(hi)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein...  3,401 

{h)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year 96 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year 399 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases 2,182 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 
lieved in  houses  owned  by  the  Local 

Authority  (included  in  c (i) ) 10 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 
relieved  in  the  course  of  slum  clearance 
operations  Nil 

{d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding Nil 

{e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 
crowding conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report  Ni 


The  overcrowding  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the 
year  with  the  assistance  of  a temporary  staff  of  two  men. 
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The  real  difficulty  in  reporting  upon  overcrowding  is 
that  our  records  can  only  be  approximately  correct  for 
no  obligation  is  placed  upon  landlords  to  notify  us  of 
change  of  tenancy,  and  we  can  only  trust  that  the  landlords 
are  carrying  out  their  duties  under  the  overcrowding 
sections  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  which,  of  course,  they 
must  do  now  or  be  guilty  of  an  offence  under  the  Act. 

Pamphlets  explaining  fully  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
can  be  had  upon  application  at  the  Municipal  Buildings. 

Some  hundreds  of  visits  have  been  necessary  in  an  effort 
to  keep  our  records  as  accurate  as  possible.  It  has  been 
found  that  about  145  new  houses  have  become  occupied 
during  the  year,  and  this  no  doubt  is  partly  responsible 
for  a decrease  of  nearly  one-third  in  the  number  of  sub- 
tenants in  the  Borough,  there  being  about  130  less  now  than 
a year  ago.  There  are  also  about  30  less  vacant  houses 
now  than  a year  ago. 

The  overcrowding  figure  now  stands  at  5.93%  as  com- 
pared with  10.99%,  the  figure  given  as  a result  of  our 
first  survey  commenced  in  1935.  It  is  hoped  that  there 
will  be  a further  substantial  decrease  when  the  rehousing 
of  tenants  from  slum  clearance  areas  is  effected. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  416  applications  for  licences 
to  permit  temporary  overcrowding  have  been  received, 
and  of  those  which  were  granted  for  a period  of  three 
months  39  have  again  applied  for  an  extension  of  the  period, 
as  they  have  been  unable  to  find  suitable  alternative 
accommodation . 

The  tables  given  bring  to  light  some  interesting  facts. 
For  instance  it  will  be  seen  that  all  of  our  overcrowding 
could  be  abated  if  it  were  possible  to  allocate  to  each  family 
a house  suitable  to  their  needs,  but  unfortunately  this 
cannot  be  done. 

As  an  example,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  are  in  the 
Borough  134  families  of  more  than  7 units,  and  69  of  these 
families,  or  approximately  half,  are  living  under  over- 
crowded conditions.  Yet  in  the  Borough  there  are  2,744 
houses  with  a “permitted  number”  of  more  than  7,  and  only 
22  of  these  houses  are  overcrowded.  The  real  problem 
here  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  these  larger  houses 
are  privately  owned,  and  owner  occupied,  and  in  any  case, 
if  they  were  "to  let,”  the  majority  of  the  larger  over- 

44 


crowded  families  would  not  be  able  to  pay  the  high  rents 
asked  for  property  of  this  kind. 

This  is  only  one  of  the  many  problems  which  one  meets 
with  in  dealing  with  overcrowding. 

Two  tables,  giving  overcrowding  information  compiled 
from  our  records  in  a very  much  condensed  form  are  here 


given. 

Percentage  of  overcrowding  for  the  Borough, 

31st  March,  1936 10.99 

Percentage  of  overcrowding  for  the  Borough, 

31st  March,  1937 9.14 

Overcrowding,  31st  December,  1937. 


Where  Holdings 
are  situated. 

No.  of 
holdings. 

No.  of 
overcrowded 
holdings. 

Percentage 
of  total  No. 
of  holdings 
viz.  : 9,515. 

Percentage 
of  No.  of 
holdings  in 
each  area. 

In  Council  Houses 

1,420 

1,614 

6,481 

60 

.64 

4.23 

In  Areas  scheduled  for 
Clearance 

275 

2.88 

17.04 

In  houses  other  than  above 

229 

2.41 

3.53 

Totals  

9,515 

564 

5.93 
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Report  on  the  Overcrowding  Survey  — Borough  of  Blyth. 
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"Persons"  means  "Units,”  i.e..  Adults,  1 unit. 

Children  under  10  years  of  age,  ^ unit. 
Children  under  12  months  not  counted. 


SLUM  CLEARANCE,  1937. 


During  the  year  1937,  609  houses  were  represented 
as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation.  In  these  houses  there 
lived  696  families  and  2,704  persons  were  involved. 

The  properties  were  situated  at  the  east  side  of  Regent 
Street  and  at  the  east  side  of  Northumberland  Street. 
These  latter  properties  were  grouped  into  areas  which 
for  convenience  were  known  as  the  Quayside  Areas,  and 
they  included  some  of  the  oldest  houses  in  the  Borough. 
Then  there  were  other  properties  at  Cowpen  Colliery, 
Cowpen  Square,  Cowpen  Row,  North  Row  (Isabella  Pit) 
and  other  houses  at  Newsham  and  South  Newsham. 

An  Inquiry,  which  was  open  to  the  public,  was  held 
in  the  Municipal  Buildings,  Seaforth  Street,  on  the  16th 
November,  1937,  and  was  presided  over  by  a Ministry  of 
Health  Inspector,  who,  within  the  next  few  days,  visited 
all  of  the  areas  represented. 

The  decision  of  the  Minister  of  Health  in  respect  of  the 
areas  was  not  received  by  the  end  of  the  year,  but  as  the 
confirmation  orders,  with  certain  modifications,  were 
received  whilst  this  report  was  in  the  course  of  preparation 
early  in  1938,  no  excuse  is  made  for  completing  our  table 
showing  the  progress  of  Slum  Clearance  in  the  Borough 
up  to  date. 

The  preparation  of  these  Clearance  Areas  involves  a 
tremendous  amount  of  work.  It  includes,  amongst  other 
things,  a detailed  report  upon  each  house  in  each  area  and 
the  recording  of  all  particulars  in  respect  of  each  house 
in  registers  which  are  to  be  kept  for  examination  by  the 
Auditors.  Then  there  is  the  preparation  of  a separate 
representation  in  respect  of  each  area,  which  in  itself 
involves  much  detailed  work. 

The  completion  of  the  rehousing  of  families  from  the 
Milburn  Street,  Cummings  Buildings  and  Kitty  Brewster 
Clearance  Areas  was  effected  by  March,  1937,  and  a table 
is  given  showing  the  number  of  families  and  persons  re- 
housed from  Clearance  Areas  up  to  date. 

Certain  differences  occur  between  the  number  of  families 
and  persons  at  the  date  of  representation  of  the  areas 
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and  the  date  of  rehousing.  This  can  be  accounted  for  by 
births,  deaths  and  movement  of  families,  and  differences 
of  this  kind  will  occur  in  every  rehousing  scheme  because 
of  the  inability  to  keep  the  population  stationary. 

Families  from  New  Delaval  Clearance  Areas  and  from 
all  the  areas  represented  during  1937  have  still  to  be 
rehoused,  and  from  our  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  this  wHl 
involve  the  building  of  1,009  houses  to  rehouse  4,061  persons. 
A scheme  of  334  houses  in  course  of  construction  at  New 
Delaval  is  the  first  contribution  towards  the  housing  of 
these  people. 
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In  the  following  tables  the  whole  of  the  Slum  Clearance 
work  to  date  is  shown  : — 


Extract  from  Health  Department  Records  showing 
progress  of  Slum  Clearance.  Years  1933  to  1936. 


Clearance  Areas. 

Houses. 

Families 

Persons 

Occupied 

Shops. 

Other 

Build- 

ings. 

1.  Hodgsons  Mill  

47 

50 

162 

1 

2.  Old  White  Row 

11 

8 

30 

3.  Milburn  Street  

120 

147 

561 

5 

1 

4.  Cummings  Buildings 

6 

6 

24 

1 

5.  Kitty  Brewster  

38 

39 

156 

3 

6.  New  Delaval  No.  1 

278 

296 

1,248 

1 

7.  New  Delaval  No.  2 

51 

39 

191 

Excluded  from  the  above  areas  by 

551 

585 

2,372 

6 

6 

the  Minister  of  Health 

12 

13 

50 

3 

3 

Totals  affected  

539 

572 

2,322 

3 

3 

Year  1937. 

8.  East  Regent  Street  No.  1 

2 

2 

7 

1 

9.  East  Regent  Street  No.  2 

125 

146 

515 

8 

4 

10.  East  Regent  Street  No.  3 

3 

3 

16 

... 

1 1 . Wykeham  Terrace  

3 

3 

13 

2 

12.  Quayside  Area  No.  1 

12 

23 

79 

3 

13.  Quayside  Area  No.  2 

19 

31 

101 

1 

3 

14.  Quayside  Area  No.  3 

2 

2 

6 

15.  Quayside  Area  No.  4 

5 

5 

14 

16.  Quayside  Area  No.  5 

2 

4 

11 

17.  Quayside  Area  No.  6 

1 

1 

5 

18.  Quayside  Area  No.  7 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

19.  Quayside  Area  No.  8 

32 

48 

176 

3 

2 

20.  Quayside  Area  No.  8a  

5 

21.  Quayside  Area  No.  9 

1 

3 

8 

1 

22.  Quayside  Area  No.  10  

24 

39 

107 

23.  Cowpen  Colliery  

119 

124 

540 

24.  Cowpen  Row 

30 

30 

132 

25.  Cowpen  Square 

60 

64 

277 

26.  North  Row  (Isabella  Colliery)  ... 

10 

10 

45. 

27.  NewshamNo.  1 

82 

84 

364 

28.  South  Newsham  No.  1 

67 

68 

268 

29.  South  Newsham  No.  2 

2 

2 

10 

30.  South  Newsham  No.  3 

2 

2 

6 

i 

Totals  

Excluded  from  the  above  areas  by 

609 

696 

2,704 

20 

14 

the  Minister  of  Health  

16 

21 

79 

7 

3 

Totals  affected  

593 

675 

2,625 

13 

11 

Sum  Totals  1933  to  1937. 


Previous  to  1937  

During  1937  

551 

609 

585 

696 

2,372 

2,704 

6 

20 

6 

14 

Totals  

1,160 

1,281 

5,076 

26 

20 

Excluded  from  areas  by  Minister 
of  Health  

28 

34 

129 

10 

6 

Totals  affected  

1,132 

1,247 

4,947 

16 

14 
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Rehousing.  Progress  up  to  date. 


Number  of  houses 
built  in — 

Number  of  Bedrooms. 

Total 
No.  of 
houses 
built. 

Rehoused. 

1 

2 

3 

Families.  Persons. 

Crawford  Street 

1 

16 

17 

17 

81 

Millheld  Gardens 

12 

19 

31 

31 

102 

Sycamore  Avenue  

5 

7 

12 

12 

45 

Chestnut  Avenue 

45 

29 

74 

66 

289 

Limes  Avenue 

4 

4 

4 

26 

Poplar  Avenue 

5 

3 

13 

21 

19 

89 

Willow  Avenue 

21 

16 

37 

37  + 1* 

84  + 2* 

Maple  Crescent  

28 

12 

40 

37 

141 

Totals  

26 

110 

100 

236 

224 

859 

Other  information. 

*One  house  in  Willow  Avenue  became  vacant  a few  weeks 
after  it  was  first  let.  It  was,  therefore,  re-let  to  another 
family  from  Milburn  Street  Clearance  Area  in  March,  1937. 
In  consequence,  although  224  families  were  rehoused, 
13  houses  actually  remained  vacant.  These  houses  were 
disposed  of  as  follows  : — 

(i)  Two  houses  to  families  living  in  Dock  Street  upon 

whose  house  Demolition  Orders  had  been  made 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

(ii)  Eight  houses  to  9 families  living  in  Crawford  Street 

whose  houses  had  been  bought  by  the  Council 
for  demolition  purposes.  Two  of  these  families 
were -housed  temporarily  in  one  house,  but  this 
has  now  been  rectified,  by  letting  a house  which 
became  vacant  shortly  after  to  one  of  the  families. 

(hi)  Three  houses  to  families  from  Viaduct  Cottages, 
Kitty  Brewster  Square  and  Tweedy  Street,  who 
were  living  under  overcrowded  conditions.  (Re- 
housed at  Maple  Crescent,  Kitty  Brewster).  The 
additional  rehousing,  therefore,  amounts  to  : — 
14  families  ; 58  persons. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 

FOOD. 


{a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  number  of  registered  milk  producers  and  retailers 
in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

Registered  Dairy  Farms  and  Cowkeepers’  premises  19 
(Total  number  of  cows  at  the  above,  approx.  292). 


Registered  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 32 

Registered  Milk  Purveyors  who  sell  milk  in  sealed 

and  stoppered  bottles  only 108 


Two  producers  licences  to  deal  in  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
milk  granted  by  the  County  Council  are  held  in  the 
Borough  and  the  distribution  licence  for  the  sale  of  this 
grade  of  milk,  granted  by  the  Local  Authority. 

During  the  year  78  samples  of  loose  milk  were  taken 
and  examined  for  Bacillus  Coli  content  and  cleanliness 
in  the  Health  Department  Laboratory.  Of  these,  9 were 
found  to  have  contamination  by  the  Coli  Group.  In  each 
case  the  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  dealers  concerned, 
and  the  condition  in  each  case  remedied.  During  the  year 
58  samples  of  milk  supplied  to  school  children  were  ex- 
amined. 

In  addition  to  milk  samples,  128  samples  of  Ice  Cream 
were  examined  in  the  Health  Department  Laboratory, 
and  in  17  cases  B.  Coli  Group  found  present  in  excess. 
Although  there  is  no  standard  in  existence  for  this  com- 
modity the  premises  in  which  it  is  produced  are  regularly 
inspected,  particularly  during  what  may  be  regarded  as 
the  Ice  Cream  season. 

The  number  of  visits  entailed  in  the  above  inspections 
during  the  year  was  105.  As  a result  of  these  visits  it  was 
found  necessary  upon  23  occasions  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  dealers  to  small  but  very  important  contraventions 
committed  in  the  majority  of  cases  by  the  employees. 
The  chief  causes  were  the  careless  handling  and  exposure 
of  the  material  to  dust  and  soiled  hands.  In  all  fairness, 
however,  it  can  be  agreed  that  the  dealers  are  most  anxious 
to  do  what  is  required  of  them. 

51 


{b)  Meat  Inspection. 

The  regular  inspection  of  carcases  was  maintained  during 
the  year  on  the  principle  that  the  essence  of  good  inspection 
in  the  matter  of  ensuring  a safe  meat  supply  to  the  Borough 
is  that  it  should  be  regular  and  carried  out  as  a matter  of 
routine. 

That  the  above  principle  was  carried  out  can  be  seen 
from  the  fact  that  some  1,411  visits  were  made  to  the 
Slaughterhouses  during  the  year. 

Only  one  difficulty  arose  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  the  inspection  of  meat. 

This  was  the  result  of  a contravention  of  the  Slaughter 
of  Animals  Act,  1933.  A slaughterman  was  found  slaughter- 
ing sheep  without  the  use  of  a mechanical  stunner.  The 
matter  was  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  as  a result 
of  which  a letter  of  caution  was  sent  to  the  persons  involved. 

On  the  whole,  however,  the  co-operation  of  the  butchers 
was  well  maintained  and  diseased  or  unsound  carcases 
and  parts  surrendered  for  destruction  in  each  case  found. 

No  formal  seizures  were  therefore  necessary,  and  no 
legal  proceedings  taken. 


The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  during 
the  year  1937  was  as  follows  : — 


Cattle, 

exclud'g 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  if  known 

Number  inspected 

1,127 

1 

45 

2,385 

2,383 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 
Whole  carcases  condemned  

1 

3 

3 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

82 

2 

9 

98 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  diseases 
other  than  Tuberculosis  

7% 

100% 

11% 

0.5% 

4.2% 

Tuberculosis  only.  Whole  car- 
cases condemned  

... 

1 

... 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

47 

. . . 

90 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  Tubercu- 
losis  

4.4% 

2% 

. . . 

4% 
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As  a result  of  these  inspections  various  diseased  or  un- 
sound conditions  were  discovered  as  detailed  in  the  following 
tables. 

The  amount  of  Tuberculosis  met  with  is  shown  in  Table  1, 
and  other  diseased  or  unsound  conditions  in  Table  2. 

Table  1.  Tuberculosis  in  Food  Animals. 


Portion  dealt  with. 

In  Bovine 
(other  than  Cows) 

In  Pigs. 

Number 

condemned. 

Weight. 

Number 

condemned. 

Weight. 

Meat. 

Entire  carcase  and 
all  organs 

4 

128  stones 

3 

34  stones 

Forequarters  

— 

— 

2 

2 .. 

Total  Weights  of  Meat 

128  stones 

36  stones 

Offals. 

Heads  

7 

12  stones 

80 

73  stones 

Sets  of  Lungs  

36 

9 „ 

18 

4i  .. 

Livers  

10 

14 

3i  .. 

Mesenteries  

5 

3 „ 

9 

i stone 

Stomachs  and 

Intestines 

3 

4 

9 

3 stones 

Total  Weights  of 

Offals 

36^  stones 

84^  stones 

Tuberculosis  in  Cows. — None  found  ; there  being 
only  one  cow  slaughtered  in  the  area  during  the  year. 
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Table  2.  Other  Diseased  or  Unsound  Conditions  in  Food  Animals. 
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Total  weight  of  meat  and  offals  condemned  on  account 
of  Tuberculosis  and  other  diseased  or  unsound  conditions  : — 


Beef 171 1 stones.  Beef  Offals  .. . 130^  stones. 

Veal 15  „ Veal  Offals  ...  Nil. 

Mutton  ....  18|  ,,  Mutton  Offals  | 

Pork  61  „ Pork  Offals....  122f 

Total  Meat.  266^  ,,  Total  Offals...  253f 


Total  meat  and  offals  condemned  : — 520  stones  (3  tons 
5 cwts.). 

In  addition  to  the  above  5 rabbits  were  condemned  on 
account  of  decomposition. 

The  following  preserved  foodstuffs  were  surrendered 
and  destroyed,  being  old  stock,  with  a large  proportion 
of  tins  blown  and  stock  otherwise  of  doubtful  fitness 
at  a ship  supply  stores  : — 


Tinned 

Meat  

; f 

Soup  

18  2-lb.  „ 

y f 

Fish 

160  tins. 

) } 

Asparagus  

45  1-lb.  tins. 

y y 

Tomatoes  

20  tins. 

} y 

Milk 

12  „ 

Bottled 

Pickles 

10  Bottles. 

y y 

Capers 

60  „ 

y y 

Relish 

24  „ 

Cocoa  .. 

200  packets. 

Chicory 

20  tins. 

Ground  Ginger 

2 lbs. 

Blancmange  Powder  

12  packets. 

Slaughter  Houses  : — 

There  are  13  licensed  slaughter  houses  in  the  area.  Ten 
of  these  are  centralised  in  a group  owned  by  the  Council 
and  let  separately.  The  remaining  three  are  owned  privately, 
and  are  situated  near  the  centre  of  the  town. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  strict  supervision  was  main- 
tained over  the  quality  of  the  meat  exposed  for  sale  on 
the  meat  stalls  and  in  the  butchers'  shops. 

There  are  three  meat  stalls  erected  on  the  Market  Place 
each  week-end.  These,  together  with  the  butchers’  shops, 
were  responsible  for  some  125  visits  during  the  year. 
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No  outstanding  difficulties  were  met  with  in  connection 
with  the  above  inspections,  it  is  generally  found  that  the 
dealers  are  willing  to  do  what  is  required  of  them  and  to 
co-operate  in  every  way  possible  in  order  to  comply  with 
the  Public  Health  Meat  Regulations,  1924. 

(c)  Adulteration. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  etc.,  are  administered  by  the 
County  Council  under  the  Acts  and  Regulations  specified 
in  the  circular. 

{d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of 
Food. 

As  already  specified  under  (A),  samples  of  milk  and 
ice  cream  are  dealt  with  in  the  Laboratory  attached  to 
the  Public  Health  Department. 

{e)  Nutrition. 

No  special  opportunity  has  arisen  with  regard  to  the 
dissemination  of  knowledge  on  this  subject  apart  from 
routine  work  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

In  regard  to  children,  as  evidenced  by  medical  inspection 
at  schools,  a close  watch  was  kept  of  the  nutritional  standard 
and  was  found,  on  the  whole,  to  be  well  maintained  through 
the  provision  of  school  dinners  and  school  milk. 

During  the  year  297  children  were  supplied  with  free 
dinners,  and  there  were  47,944  meals  partaken  of.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  free  dinners,  996  individual  children  received 
free  milk,  and  the  number  of  bottles  supplied  (each  con- 
taining ^ pint)  was  176,504.  Taking  the  average  of  297 
children  receiving  free  dinners,  13.5%  were  also  receiving 
free  milk. 

(/)  Shell  Fish  (Molluscan). 

Parts  of  the  foreshore  of  the  River  Blyth  and  also  certain 
parts  of  the  Staithes  are  covered  with  mussels  and  whelks. 
These  are  liable  to  pollution  from  sewage  contamination. 
Notices  have  been  exhibited  for  years  by  the  Port  Authority, 
as  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  warning  the  public 
that  these  shellfish  are  not  fit  for  human  consumption. 
No  orders  have  been  made  as  the  danger  is  not  one  of 
exposing  for  sale  but  rather  of  gathering  for  consumption 
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in  the  home  of  the  individual,  and  so  long  as  the  words  “For 
Sale’’  must  be  included  in  the  order  nothing  can  be  achieved 
by  making  such  an  order.  No  action  has  been  taken  under 
the  Public  Health  (Cleansing  of  Shell  Fish)  Act,  1932,  as 
the  local  authority  deemed  it  wiser  to  prohibit  the  gathering 
of  shellfish  entirely. 

(i)  No  shellfish  is  exported  from  the  district  to  be 
marketed. 

(ii)  A small  quantity  of  whelks  is  imported  from  Shields. 
These  are  gathered  from  the  rocks  on  the  open  sea 
coast  at  Marsden  and  have  given  no  cause  for  any 
complaint. 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

1.  Paragraph  1 of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular  1650 
refers  to  Counties  only. 

2.  General. 

The  chief  item  worthy  of  notice  during  the  year  is  the 
increase  of  Scarlet  Fever  over  last  year  and  the  decrease 
in  Diphtheria. 

The  following  table  of  comparison  of  cases  notified 
shows  the  respective  numbers  of  Infectious  Diseases  during 
the  last  10  years. 


1937. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— Comparison  of 
Cases  Notified. 


Disease. 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932 

1931 

1930 

1929 

1928 

Smallpox 

Chicken-pox  

N o 

T N 

O T I 

F I A 

B L E 

123 

185 

Scarlet  Fever 

129 

96 

127 

461 

3 1 J 

271 

57 

26 

21 

27 

Diphtheria 

37 

65 

35 

21 

8 

7 

20 

12 

11 

11 

Enteric  Fever  

— 

1 

1 

1 

8 

— 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Pneumonia  

76 

64 

80 

100 

156 

89 

119 

72 

170 

110 

Malaria  

Ophthalmia 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Neonatorum  

Encephalitis 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

5 

10 

Lethargica  

Cerebro-spinal 

1 

1 

1 

— 

_ 



— 

1 

2 

Meningitis  

1 

2 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  

Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pulmonary 

35 

36 

32 

37 

49 

46 

47 

56 

92 

76 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

14 

14 

14 

14 

17 

12 

17 

23 

20 

24 

Puerperal  Fever  

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . . 

9 

7 

5 

6 

4 

3 

1 

6 

4 

3 

Erysipelas  

19 

21 

21 

22 

22 

25 

16 

26 

11 

15 

Totals 

324 

310 

667 

582 

461 

283 

224 

339 

589 

797 

During  this  year  there  were  301  individuals  immunized 
by  the  Health  Department  ; 135  were  under  14  years, 

111  were  under  5 years,  the  remainder  were  over  14  years. 
165  immunizations  were  done  by  the  “two  shot’’  method. 
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Letters  still  appear  in  the  press  in  opposition  to  immuni- 
zation, usually  from  people  whose  interests  are,  or  should  be, 
elsewhere.  But,  nevertheless,  immunization  goes  on,  and 
will  go  on.  The  services  of  this  Department  are  at  the 
disposal  of  the  public  every  alternate  Wednesday.  I would 
continue  to  urge  particularly  the  parents  of  young  children 
to  have  them  immunized  early,  so  that  the  treatment 
may  be  as  complete  as  possible  during  the  years  they  are 
most  liable  to  infection. 

Whooping  Cough  and  Chicken  Pox  have  been  prevalent 
at  various  periods  during  the  year,  but  as  these  are  not 
notifiable,  comparative  statistics  are  not  available. 

Influenza,  also  not  notifiable,  was  epidemic  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  and  as  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report, 
a system  of  antiseptic  gargling  was  adopted  at  schools, 
and  seemed  to  have  a most  beneficial  effect  and  to  justify 
the  expense  entailed. 

No  Enteric  Fever  was  notified  during  the  year,  which  is 
most  satisfactory  in  view  of  its  prevalence  in  other  areas. 

There  was  one  case  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  which 
recovered  after  treatment  in  hospital. 

One  case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  died  in  hospital, 
and  another  belonging  to  the  district  died  elsewhere. 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  supplied  to  practitioners  upon 
demand,  as  is  also  that  for  Scarlet  Fever,  Erysipelas  and 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  That  for  Scarlet  Fever  is  not  as  much 
used  as  it  might  be  considering  the  fact  that  it  cuts  short 
the  febrile  stage  and  shortens  the  period  of  treatment 
required. 

The  following  tables  give  the  number  of  cases  notified, 
admitted  to  hospital,  age  incidence,  ward  distribution, 
and  also  a comparison  of  the  figures  for  the  last  ten  years. 

Incidence  rates  per  1,000  population  are  also  given, 
these  rates  being  calculated  upon  figures  supplied  by  the 
Housing  Survey  Census. 
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1937. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (excluding  Tuberculosis). 


Disease. 

Total 

Notified. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

129 

121 

— 

Diphtheria 

37 

36 

1 

Erysipelas 

19 

3 

3 

Pneumonia 

76 

— 

27 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

— 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

9 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

— 

■ — 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

1 



— 

Totals 

275 

161 

35 

1937. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— Age  Distribution. 


Years  of  Age. 


Disease. 

0-1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

10- 

15 

15- 

20 

20- 

35 

35- 

45 

45- 

65 

over 

65 

To- 

tals 

Scarlet  Fever 



6 

8 

7 

8 

48 

36 

10 

5 

1 



— 

129 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

5 

3 

2 

15 

10 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

37 

Enteric  Fever 

TuberculosisPulm’y 

4 

4 

5 

16 

2 

4 

— 

35 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

14 

Pneumonia 

3 

8 

3 

8 

3 

8 

3 

6 

5 

6 

11 

12 

76 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica  

1 

1 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

2 

— 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Puerperal  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

3 

6 

7 

3 

19 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Meningitis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals  

6 

15 

18 

18 

16 

77 

56 

23 

40 

15 

24 

16 

324 
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1937. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— Ward  Distribution 


Disease. 

beb- 

side 

New- 

D’val. 

Croft 

Water 

loo 

Ples- 

sey 

Rid- 

ley 

Totals 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

14 

25 

32 

36 

15 

129 

Diphtheria 

3 

4 

7 

8 

7 

8 

37 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

1 

6 

2 

3 

3 

19 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

10 

8 

7 

6 

35 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 

2 

1 

4 

2 

2 

3 

14 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

7 

7 

20 

18 

19 

5 

76 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

9 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

32 

29 

72 

73 

75 

43 

324 

INCIDENCE  RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION. 


Disease. 

Wards. 

B. 

D. 

C. 

W. 

P. 

R. 

Total. 

Srarlftt  Ppver  

1.8 

4.4 

3.8 

4.8 

4.6 

2.2 

3.7 

Rntftrir  Rever 

Diphtheria 

0.7 

1.2 

i.o 

1.2 

0.9 

1.2 

1.0 

1.0 

0.3 

0.9 

0.3 

0.3 

0.4 

0.5 

0.5 

0.6 

1.5 

1.3 

0.9 

0.9 

1.01 

Other  

0.5 

0.3 

0.6 

0.3 

0.2 

0.4 

0.4 

1.8 

2.1 

3.0 

2.7 

2 4 

0.7 

2.2 

Rnreph  T .etharp^ira.  

0.1 

.02 

Ophfhal  Nennafnrnm 

0.2 

0.1 

.05 

1.5 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 

0.26 

Fever  

0.1 

0.02 

0.1 

0.02 

8.2 

9.1 

10.9 

12.3 

9.8 

6.4 

9.4 

62 


3.  Cancer. 


According  to  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular,  informa- 
tion is  only  asked  for  from  Counties  and  County  Boroughs 
As  a matter  of  interest,  however,  the  following  table  gives 
the  information  concerning  the  deaths  from  this  disease 
in  Blyth  Borough. 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER. 


Disease. 

Age  Groups. 

Total. 

Grand 

Total. 

Under  35 

35- 

-45 

45- 

-55 

55- 

-65 

Over  65 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Rectum  

3 

1 

2 

1 

5 

2 

7 

Gullet 

1 

1 

1 

Oesophagus  

1 

2 

2 

i 

3 

Breast  

1 

1 

2 

2 

Bladder  

1 

1 

1 

Tongue 

1 

1 

1 

Liver  

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

4 

Colon  

i 

1 

i 

1 

2 

2 

4 

4 

8 

Vulva  

1 

1 

1 

Uterus 

2 

2 

2 

Bowels  

1 

2 

3 

3 

Stomach  

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

6 

Lung 

1 

1 

1 

Prostate 

2 

2 

2 

Maxilla 

1 

i 

1 

Caecum 

1 

1 

1 

Lip 

1 

1 

1 

Cerebral  

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Totals  

1 

... 

3 

3 

5 

7 

5 

13 

8 

23 

24 

47 

4.  {a)  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

Sec.  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  is  operated 
by  the  Blind  Persons  Committee  of  the  County  Council. 

[h)  Tuberculosis. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the 
Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis who  are  employed  in  the  Milk  trade),  nor  under 
Sec.  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  or  Sec.  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal 
to  a hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis). 
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5.  Tuberculosis. 

The  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of 
deaths  from  this  disease  in  the  Borough  area  by  wards 
during  1937  are  given  by  age  groups  in  the  following  tables. 
A comparative  statement  of  new  cases  and  mortality  rates 
is  also  given  for  the  last  five  years. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  table,  Tuberculosis  accounted 
for  22  deaths  during  the  year.  This  shows  a decrease  of 
14  on  the  figures  of  1936. 

Of  the  22  deaths,  16  were  from  Respiratory  diseases  and 
6 from  non-respiratory  causes. 

The  attack  rate  is  1.3  per  1,000  population,  and  the 
death  rate  0.6  per  1,000,  or  5.2%  of  the  total  deaths  in 
the  area.  These  figures  show  a distinct  improvement  on 
the  figures  of  last  year,  when  the  attack  rate  was  1.4, 
the  death  rate  1.04,  representing  8.6%  of  the  total  deaths. 

The  ratio  on  non-notified  deaths  to  the  total  deaths  is 
negligible,  only  one  such  having  occurred  and  was  believed 
to  have  been  previously  notified.  There  was  no  evidence 
of  Tuberculosis  being  particularly  related  to  any  individual 
form  of  employment. 


TUBERCULOSIS.— Ne^v  Gases  and  Mortality. 


Age^  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory. 

Non-Respty. 

Respiratory. 

Non-F 

lespty. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 Year 





1 







1 



1 — 5 Years  

— 

— 

3 

2 



— 

1 

1 

5—15  

2 

6 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

15—25  

5 

6 

1 

1 

— 

4 

— 

1 

25—35  

6 

4 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

— 

35—45  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45—65  „ 

4 

— 

1 

1 

3 

2 

— 

1 

Over  65  

Totals  

18 

17 

6 

8 

4 

12 

3 

3 
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TUBERCULOSIS.— Ward  Incidence. 


Wards 

New 

Cases  Notified. 

Total  New 

Cases 

Deaths  Registered. 

j Total  Deaths 

Res 

3irat( 

Dry. 

other 

Respiratory. 

Other 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Bebside 

2 



2 

1 

1 

2 

4 



1 

1 

1 



1 

2 

New  Delaval 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Croft 

6 

4 

10 

2 

2 

4 

14 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Waterloo 

4 

4 

8 

1 

1 

2 

10 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Plessey 

3 

4 

7 

1 

1 

2 

9 

— 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Ridley 

2 

4 

6 

1 

2 

3 

9 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Totals 

18 

17 

35 

6 

8 

14 

49 

4 

12 

16 

3 

3 

6 

22 

TUBERCULOSIS. — New  Cases  and  Mortality 
for  the  last  five  years. 


Rates  per  1,000  Population. 

Respiratory. 

Non-E 

.espir 

ator) 

r. 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

nf  Ca.SftS  Notified 

35 

36 

32 

37 

49 

14 

14 

14 

14 

17 

Attar.L"  T?ate  

1.01 

1.04 

0.81 

1.1 

1.4 

0.4 

0.4 

0.3 

0.4 

0.5 

Number  of  Deaths 

16 

28 

22 

19 

17 

6 

8 

7 

12 

3 

Death  Rate 

0.46 

0.81 

0.55 

0.56 

1.50 

0.17 

0.23 

0.17 

0.32 

0,08 

Conclusion. 

This  report  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular  1650  for  the  year  1937. 

Endeavour  has  been  made  to  deal  as  concisely  as  possible 
with  each  subject.  The  work  of  the  Department  grows 
and  multiplies  daily  and  with  the  small  staff  at  one’s 
disposal  very  little  time  is  available  for  elaborate  reports. 

The  continued  needs  of  the  Borough  are  more  houses 
for  the  working  classes  and  also  better  clinic  premises 
for  the  public  to  come  to  for  advice  and  guidance  in  the 
rearing  of  their  families,  treatment  of  the  pre-school  child, 
the  school  child  and  the  expectant  and  nursing  mothers. 

It  is  frequently  felt  by  the  staff  that  our  premises  here 
are  not  at  all  conducive  to  the  confidence  which  is  desired 
in  this  very  important  work.  Clinics  should  be  open  every 
day  for  everything  instead  of  having  to  be  curtailed  because 
of  the  lack  of  accommodation. 
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At  the  beginning  of  September,  our  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  died  after  a short  illness.  His  loss  has  been  felt 
throughout  the  Department. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  staff  for  their  wholehearted 
co-operation  and  to  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee 
for  their  support  during  the  year. 

JOHN  STEEDMAN, 
M.D.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Population  of  the  Borough  by  Wards  (from 
Housing  Census),  1937. 


Ward. 

In  Clearance 
Area. 

Municipal 

Houses. 

Other. 

Totals. 

Bebside  

1,461 

159 

2,246 

3,866 

Delaval  

2,070 

1,085 

3,155 

Croft  

946 

1,204 

4,425 

6,575 

Plessey 

453 

4,448 

2,746 

7,647 

Ridley 

672 

5,951 

6,623 

Waterloo 

668 

5,918 

6,586 

Total  

6,270 

5,811 

22,371 

34,452 

Distribution  of  Births  born  in  Borough  during 
1937  (uncorrected). 


Ward. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Totals. 

Both. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Bebside 

51 

37 

1 

52 

37 

89 

Delaval  

28 

28 

1 

29 

28 

57 

Croft 

55 

60 

1 

2 

56 

62 

118 

Waterloo  

48 

53 

1 

49 

53 

102 

Plessey  

54 

53 

2 

54 

55 

109 

Ridley 

53 

36 

1 

1 

54 

37 

91 

Totals  

289 

267 

5 

5 

294 

272 

566 

Rates  (per  1,000  population)  of  Births  during  1937. 
Based  on  actual  population  from  Housing  Census. 


Ward. 

Legiti 

mate. 

Illegitimate. 

Totals. 

Both. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Bebside 

13.15 

9.54 

0.28 

13.41 

9.54 

22.9 

Delaval  

8.6 

8.6 

0.31 

8.9 

8.8 

17.67 

Croft 

8.3 

9.1 

0.15 

0.30 

8.5 

9.4 

17.8 

Waterloo  

7.2 

7.9 

0.15 

7.3 

7.9 

15.9 

Plessey  

7.0 

6.8 

0.26 

7.0 

7.1 

14.1 

Ridley 

7.9 

5.3 

0.15 

0.15 

8.1 

5.5 

13.6 

Totals  

8.38 

7.74 

0.14 

0.14 

8.5 

7.8 

16.20 
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Births  and  Deaths  Registered  in  the  Area  in  1937 

(uncorrected). 


Beb- 

New- 

Water- 

Pies- 

Rid- 

DISTRICTS. 

side. 

De’val 

Croft 

loo 

sey 

ley 

Total 

Births  (live  and  still) 

93 

60 

123 

106 

113 

94 

589 

Ages  at  Death 

0 to  1 year  

8 

4 

1 1 

9 

5 

3 

40 

1 to  2 years  

2 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

7 

2 to  5 ,,  

1 

3 

1 

3 

— 

8 

5 to  15  

— 

1 

— 

1 

6 

3 

11 

15  to  25  

— 

— 

2 

3 

4 

1 

10 

25  to  45  „ 

5 

2 

9 

7 

11 

5 

39 

45  to  65  ,,  

11 

11 

21 

23 

25 

27 

118 

65  to  75  ,,  

10 

10 

22 

33 

23 

20 

118 

Over  75  ,,  

3 

3 

16 

20 

12 

12 

66 

Totals  all  ages 

40 

31 

85 

99 

91 

71 

417 

U ncertified^ — Male 

1 

1 

^ . 

2 

3 

1 

8 

Female 

2 

2 

5 

4 

— 

1 

14 

Infant — Male  

4 

2 

7 

3 

5 

2 

23 

Female 

4 

2 

3 

6 

— • 

1 

16 

Adult — Male  

10 

10 

37 

47 

41 

37 

182 

Female 

19 

14 

33 

37 

42 

29 

174 

Inquests  

5 

2 

6 

5 

6 

7 

31 
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INFANT  MORTALITY,  1937. 

Registrar  General’s  Figures — Corrected  for  Transfers. 
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Births  and  Deaths  per  the  Registrar- General’s 
figures  (corrected  for  year  1937). 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

All  Causes 

213 

204 

417 

Measles  

1 

_ 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

2 

2 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

1 

Influenza 

17 

10 

27 

Encephalitis  I.ethargica  

1 

1 

2 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  

4 

12 

16 

Other  Tuberculosis 

3 

3 

6 

General  Paralysis  of  Insane,  &c 

1 

— 

1 

Cancer  

23 

24 

47 

Diabetes 

2 

5 

7 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

11 

12 

23 

Heart  Disease 

46 

50 

96 

Aneurysm 

— 

1 

1 

Other  circulatory 

14 

10 

.24 

Bronchitis  ; 

10 

4 

14 

Pneumonia 

18 

9 

27 

Other  respiratory  

3 

— 

3 

Peptic  ulcer  

— 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

1 

3 

4 

Appendicitis 

2 

— 

2 

Diseases  of  Liver  

3 

2 

5 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

5 

7 

Nephritis 

5 

5 

10 

Puerperal  diseases 

— 

2 

2 

Congenital  causes,  &c 

12 

12 

24 

Senility  

1 

7 

8 

Suicide  

3 

1 

4 

Other  violence  

14 

4 

18 

Other  defined  causes 

15 

15 

30 

Ill-defined  causes 

1 

3 

4 

f Total  

23 

17 

40 

Deaths  of  Infants  ■<  Legitimate 

23 

17 

40 

(under  1 year)  [^Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

C Total  

294 

272 

566 

Live  Births  -<  Legitimate 

289 

267 

556 

[^Illegitimate 

5 

5 

10 

r Total  

13 

10 

23 

Still  Births  < Legitimate 

12 

10 

22 

[^Illegitimate 

1 

. 

— 

1 

Resident  Population 34,570 

Corrected  : Registrar-General’s  Factor  of  Correction  ...1.13 


1937. 

Infectious  Diseases.— Comparison  of  Gases  notified. 


Disease. 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932 

1931 

1930 

1929 

1928 

Smallpox  

123 

Chickenpox  

No 

t N 

o t i 

f i a 

ble. 

185 

Scarlet  fever 

129 

96 

127 

461 

312 

271 

57 

26 

21 

27 

Diphtheria  

37 

65 

35 

21 

8 

7 

20 

12 

11 

11 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

8 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Pneumonia  

76 

64 

80 

100 

156 

89 

119 

72 

170 

110 

Malaria 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

5 

10 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  

1 

2 

2 

2 

4 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 

35 

36 

32 

37 

49 

46 

47 

56 

92 

76 

Tuberculosis,  Other  

14 

14 

14 

14 

17 

12 

11 

23 

20 

24 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

9 

7 

5 

6 

4 

3 

1 

6 

4 

3 

Erysipelas 

19 

21 

21 

22 

22 

25 

16 

26 

11 

15 

Totals  

324 

310 

322 

667 

582 

461 

283 

224 

339 

589 

71 


Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality, 
Maternal  Death  Rates  and  Case  Rates  for  certain 
Infectious  Diseases  in  the  year  1937. 

(England  and  Wales,  London,  125  Great  Towns  and  148  Smaller  Towns.) 
(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 


i 

1 

Blyth. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

125  County 
Bo  loughs 
and  Great 
Towns, 
including 
London. 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Populations 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
1931  Census) 

London 

Admini- 

strative 

County. 

Rates  per  1,000  Population. 

1 . . 

Births. 

Live 

16.3 

14.9 

14.9 

15.3 

13.3 

Still 

0.66 

0.60 

0.67 

0.64 

0.54 

Deaths — 

All  Causes 

12.6 

12.4 

12.5 

11.9 

12.3 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

typhoid  Fever  

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Smallpox  

0.00 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.01 

Scarlet  Fever  

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.03 

0.06 

Diphtheria  

0.02 

0.07 

0.08 

0.05 

0.05 

Influenza  

0.78 

0.45 

0.39 

0.42 

0.38 

Violence 

0.36 

0.54 

0.45 

0.42 

0.51 

N OTIFICATIONS 

Smallpox  

0.0 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

3.7 

2.33 

2.56 

2.42 

2.09 

Diphtheria  

1.0 

1.49 

1.81 

1.38 

1.93 

Enteric  Fever 

0.0 

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

0.05 

Erysipelas 

0.5 

0.37 

0.43 

0.34 

0.44 

Pneumonia  

2.2 

1.36 

1.58 

1.20 

0.18 

Rates 

per  1,000 

1 

Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1 year  . . . 

70.6 

58 

62 

55 

60 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

and  Enteritis  under 

; 

2 years  of  age  

7.06 

5.8 

7.9 

3.2 

12.0 

Maternal  Mortality— 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

0.00 

0.97 

1 XT 

Others  

3.5 

2.26 

y Not 

A v A I L A B 

I.  E. 

Total  

3.5 

3.  23 

J 

Rates  per  1,0U0  Total  Births  (i.e.,  Live  and  Still). 


Maternal  Mortality- 

Puerpieral  Sepsis  

0.00 

0.94 

Others 

3.3 

2.17 

y Not 

A v A I L A B 

Total 

3.3 

3.11 

i 

Notifications — 

Puerperal  Fever 

j 16.9 

13.93 

17.59 

11.52 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . . 

, 
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